Political Resolution (The Hague Congress, 7-10 May 1948)

The ravages wrought by six years of war and by the occupation, the diminution of world food
production, the destruction of industrial capacity, the creation of huge debts, the maintenance
of military expenditure out of all proportion to the resources of the people, the shifting of
economic power, the rancours left by war, the progressive evils of nationalism and the
absence, despite the work of U.N.O., of an international authority sufficiently strong to
provide law and order, constitute an unprecedented menace to the well-being and the security
of the peoples of Europe and threaten them with ruin.

In accordance with the principles and objectives set out in the Political Report submitted by
the International Committee of the Movements for European Unity:

THE CONGRESS:

(1) RECOGNISES that it is the urgent duty of the nations of Europe to create an economic
and political union in order to assure security and social progress.

(2) NOTES with approval the recent steps which have been taken by some European
Governments in the direction of economic and political co-operation, but believes that in the
present emergency the organisations created are by themselves insufficient to provide any
lasting remedy.

Sovereign Rights

(3) DECLARES that the time has come when the European nations must transfer and merge
some portion of their sovereign rights so as to secure common political and economic action
for the integration and proper development of their common resources.

(4) CONSIDERS that any Union or Federation of Europe should be designed to protect the
security of its constituent peoples, should be free from outside control, and should not be
directed against any other nation.

(5) ASSIGNS to a United Europe the immediate task of establishing progressively a
democratic social system, the aim of which shall be to free men from all types of slavery and
economic insecurity, just as political democracy aims at protecting them against the exercise
of arbitrary power.

(6) AFFIRMS that the integration of Germany in a United or Federated Europe alone provides
a solution to both the economic and political aspects of the German problem.

(7) DECLARES that the Union or Federation must assist in assuring the economic, political
and cultural advancement of the populations of the overseas territories associated with it,
without prejudice to the special ties which now link these territories to European countries.

European Assembly

(8) DEMANDS the convening, as a matter of real urgency, of a European Assembly chosen
by the Parliaments of the participating nations, from among their members or others, designed



(a) to stimulate and give expression to European public opinion;

(b) to advise upon immediate practical measures designed progressively to bring about the
necessary economic and political union of Europe;

(c) to examine the juridical and constitutional implications arising out of the creation of such a
Union or Federation and their economic and social consequences;

(d) to prepare the necessary plans for the above purposes.
Charter of Human Rights

(9) CONSIDERS that the resultant Union or Federation should be open to all European
nations democratically governed and which undertake to respect a Charter of Human Rights.

(10) RESOLVES that a Commission should be set up to undertake immediately the double
task of drafting such a Charter and of laying down standards to which a State must conform if
it is to deserve the name of a democracy.

(11) DECLARES that in no circumstances shall a State be entitled to be called a democracy
unless it does, in fact as well as in law, guarantee to its citizens liberty of thought, assembly
and expression, as well as the right to form a political opposition.

(12) REQUESTS that this Commission should report within three months on its labours.
Supreme Court

(13) IS CONVINCED that in the interests of human values and human liberty, the Assembly
should make proposals for the establishment of a Court of Justice with adequate sanctions for
the implementation of this Charter, and to this end any citizen of the associated countries shall
have redress before the court, at any time and with the least possible delay, of any violation of
his rights as formulated in the Charter.

World Unity

(14) DECLARES that the creation of a United Europe is an essential element in the creation
of a united world.



