
THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND THE PEACE TREATIES  53 
 

 

15. Peace Treaty of Versailles  
 

28 June 1919 
 
 

Below we have reprinted excerpts of the Peace Treaty of Versailles. The full texts 
comprises of  

more than hundred pages and has for that reason not been included. 
The full-texts are widely accessible throughout the internet. 

 
The treaty is divided into 16 Parts: 
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EXCERPTS 
 

 
Part I. 

THE COVENANT OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 

 
THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES, In order to promote international 
co-operation and to achieve international peace and security by the  
acceptance of obligations not to resort to war by the prescription 
of open, just and honourable relations between nations by the firm 
establishment of the understandings of international law as the  
actual rule of conduct among Governments, and by the maintenance of 
justice and a scrupulous respect for all treaty obligations in the  
dealings of organised peoples with one another Agree to this 
Covenant of the League of Nations. 

 
ARTICLE I. 

The original Members of the League of Nations shall be those of the 
Signatories which are named in the Annex to this Covenant and also 
such of those other States named in the Annex as shall accede 
without reservation to this Covenant. Such accession shall be 
effected by a Declaration deposited with the Secretariat within two 
months of the coming into force of the Covenant Notice thereof 
shall be sent to all other Members of the League. Any fully  
self-governing State, Dominion, or Colony not named in the Annex 
may become a Member of the League if its admission is agreed to by 
two-thirds of the Assembly provided that it shall give effective 
guarantees of its sincere intention to observe its international 
obligations, and shall accept such regulations as may be prescribed 
by the League in regard to its military, naval, and air forces and 
armaments.Any Member of the League may, after two years' notice of 
its intention so to do, withdraw from the League, provided that all 
its international obligations and all its obligations under this 
Covenant shall have been fulfilled at the time of its withdrawal.  

 
ARTICLE 2. 

The action of the League under this Covenant shall be effected 
through the instrumentality of an Assembly and of a Council, with a 
permanent Secretariat. 
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ARTICLE 3. 

The Assembly shall consist of Representatives of the Members of the  
League. The Assembly shall meet at stated intervals and from time 
to time as occasion may require at the Seat of the League or at 
such other place as may be decided upon.The Assembly may deal at 
its meetings with any matter within the sphere of action of the  
League or affecting the peace of the world. At meetings of the  
Assembly each Member of the League shall have one vote, and may not 
have more than three Representatives. 

 
ARTICLE 4. 

The Council shall consist of Representatives of the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers, together with Representatives of four 
other Members of the League. These four Members of the League shall 
be selected by the Assembly from time to time in its discretion. 
Until the appointment of the Representatives of the four Members of 
the League first selected by the Assembly, Representatives of 
Belgium, Brazil, Spain, and Greece shall be members of the Council. 
With the approval of the majority of the Assembly, the Council may 
name additional Members of the League whose Representatives shall 
always be members of the Council; the Council with like approval 
may increase the number of Members of the League to be selected by 
the Assembly for representation on the Council. The Council shall 
meet from time to time as occasion may require, and at least once a 
year, at the Seat of the League, or at such other place as may be 
decided upon. The Council may deal at its meetings with any matter 
within the sphere of action of the League or affecting the peace of 
the world. Any Member of the League not represented on the Council 
shall be invited to send a Representative to sit as a member at any 
meeting of the Council during the consideration of matters 
specially affecting the interests of that Member of the League. At 
meetings of the Council, each Member of the League represented on 
the Council shall have one vote, and may have not more than one  
Representative. 

 
ARTICLE 5. 

Except where otherwise expressly provided in this Covenant or by 
the terms of the present Treaty, decisions at any meeting of the 
Assembly or of the Council shall require the agreement of all the  
Members of the League represented at the meeting.  
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All matters of procedure at meetings of the Assembly or of the Council, including 
the appointment of Committees to investigate particular matters, 
shall be regulated by the Assembly or by the Council and may be 
decided by a majority of the Members of the League represented at 
the meeting. The first meeting of the Assembly and the first 
meeting of the Council shall be summoned by the President of the  
United States of America. 

 
ARTICLE 6. 

The permanent Secretariat shall be established at the Seat of the 
League. The Secretariat shall comprise a Secretary General and such 
secretaries and staff as may be required. The  first Secretary 
General shall be the person named in the Annex; thereafter the  
Secretary General shall be appointed by the Council with the  
approval of the majority of the Assembly. The secretaries and staff 
of the Secretariat shall be appointed by the Secretary General with 
the approval of the Council. The Secretary General shall act in that 
capacity at all meetings of the Assembly and of the Council. The  
expenses of the Secretariat shall be borne by the Members of the  
League in accordance with the apportionment of the expenses of the 
International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union.  

 
ARTICLE 7. 

The Seat of the League is established at Geneva. The Council may at  
any time decide that the Seat of the League shall be established 
elsewhere. All positions under or in connection with the League, 
including he Secretariat, shall be open equally to men and women.  
Representatives of the Members of the League and officials of he  
League when engaged on the business of the League shall enjoy 
diplomatic privileges and immunities. The buildings and other 
property occupied by the League or its officials or by 
Representatives attending its meetings sha11 be inviolable.  

 
ARTICLE 8. 

The Members of the League recognise that the maintenance of peace 
requires the reduction of national armaments to the lowest point  
consistent with national safety and the enforcement by common 
action of international obligations.  
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The Council, taking account of the geographical situation and 
circumstances of each State, shall formulate plans for such reduction 
for the consideration and action of the several Governments. Such 
plans shall be subject to reconsideration and revision at least every ten 
years. After these plans shall have been adopted by the several 
Governments, the limits of armaments therein fixed shall not be 
exceeded without the concurrence of the Council. The Members of the 
League agree that the manufacture by private enterprise of munitions 
and implements of war is open to grave objections. The Council shall 
advise how the evil effects attendant upon such manufacture can be 
prevented, due regard being had to the necessities of those Members 
of the League which are not able to manufacture the munitions and  
implements of war necessary for their safety. The Members of the  
League undertake to interchange full and frank information as to  
the scale of their armaments, their military, naval, and air 
programmes and the condition of such of their industries as are 
adaptable to war- like purposes. 

 
ARTICLE 9. 

A permanent Commission shall be constituted to advise the Council 
on the execution of the provisions of Articles 1 and 8 and on 
military, naval, and air questions generally. 

 
ARTICLE 10.  

The Members of the League undertake to respect and preserve as 
against external aggression the territorial integrity and existing 
political independence of all Members of the League. In case of any 
such aggression or in case of any threat or danger of such 
aggression the Council shall advise upon the means by which this 
obligation shall be fulfilled. 

 
ARTICLE 11.  

Any war or threat of war, whether immediately affecting any of the  
Members of the League or not, is hereby declared a matter of 
concern to the whole League, and the League shall take any action 
that may be deemed wise and effectual to safeguard the peace of 
nations. In case any such emergency should arise the Secretary 
General shall on the request of any Member of the League forthwith 
summon a meeting of the Council.  
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It is also declared to be the friendly right of each Member of the League to  
bring to the attention of the Assembly or of the Council any circumstance 
whatever affecting international relations which threatens to  
disturb international peace or the good understanding between 
nations upon which peace depends. 

 
ARTICLE 12.  

The Members of the League agree that if there should arise between 
them any dispute likely to lead to a rupture, they will submit the  
matter either to arbitration or to inquiry by the Council, and they 
agree in no case to resort to war until three months after the  
award by the arbitrators or the report by the Council. In any case  
under this Article the award of the arbitrators shall be made  
within a reasonable time, and the report of the Council shall be 
made within six months after the submission of the dispute.  

 
ARTICLE 13.  

The Members of the League agree that whenever any dispute shall 
arise between them which they recognise to be suitable for 
submission to arbitration and which cannot be satisfactorily  
settled by diplomacy, they will submit the whole subject-matter to  
arbitration. Disputes as to the interpretation of a treaty, as to  
any question of international law, as to the existence of any fact  
which if established would constitute a breach of any international 
obligation, or as to the extent and nature of the reparation to be 
made or any such breach, are declared to be among those which are 
generally suitable for submission to arbitration. For the  
consideration of any such dispute the court of arbitraion to which 
the case is referred shall be the Court agreed on by the parties to  
the dispute or stipulated in any convention existing between them.  
The Members of the League agree that they will carry out in full 
good faith any award that may be rendered, and that they will not 
resort to war against a Member of the League which complies 
therewith. In the event of any failure to carry out such an award,  
the Council shall propose what steps should be taken to give effect 
thereto. 
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ARTICLE 14.  

The Council shall formulate and submit to the Members of the League  
for adoption plans for the establishment of a Permanent Court of 
International Justice. The Court shall be competent to hear and 
determine any dispute of an international character which the  
parties thereto submit to it. The Court may also give an advisory 
opinion upon any dispute or question referred to it by the Council 
or by the Assembly. 

 
ARTICLE 15.  

If there should arise between Members of the League any dispute 
likely to lead to a rupture, which is not submitted to arbitration 
in accordance with Article 13, the Members of the League agree that  
they will submit the matter to the Council. Any party to the  
dispute may effect such submission by giving notice of the 
existence of the dispute to the Secretary General, who will make  
all necessary arrangements for a full investigation and conside- 
ration thereof. For this purpose the parties to the dispute will 
communicate to the Secretary General, as promptly as possible,  
statements of their case with all the relevant facts and papers, 
and the Council may forthwith direct the publication thereof. The  
Council shall endeavour to effect a settlement of the dispute, and  
if such efforts are successful, a statement shall be made public 
giving such facts and explanations regarding the dispute and the  
terms of settlement thereof as the Council may deem appropriate. If 
the dispute is not thus settled, the Council either unanimously or  
by a majority vote shall make and publish a report containing a 
statement of the facts of the dispute and the recommendations which 
are deemed just and proper in regard thereto Any Member of the  
League represented on the Council may make public a statement of 
the facts of the dispute and of its conclusions regarding the same. 
If a report by the Council is unanimously agreed to by the members 
thereof other than the Representatives of one or more of the  
parties to the dispute, the Members of the League agree that they 
will not go to war with any party to the dispute which complies 
with the recommendations of the report. If the Council fails to  
reach a report which is unanimously agreed to by the members 
thereof, other than the Representatives of one or more of the  
parties to the dispute, the Members of the League reserve to  
themselves the right to take such action as they shall consider 
necessary for the maintenance of right and justice.  
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If the dispute between the parties is claimed by one of them, and is 
found by the Council, to arise out of a matter which by international 
law issolely within the domestic jurisdiction of that party, the Council 
shall so report, and shall make no recommendation as to its  
settlement. The Council may in any case under this Article refer  
the dispute to the Assembly. The dispute shall be so referred at 
the request of either party to the dispute, provided that such 
request be made within fourteen days after the submission of the  
dispute to the Council. In any case referred to the Assembly, all  
the provisions of this Article and of Article 12 relating to the  
action and powers of the Council shall apply to the action and  
powers of the Assembly, provided that a report made by the  
Assembly, if concurred in by the Representatives of those Members 
of the League represented on the Council and of a majority of the  
other Members of the League, exclusive in each case of the  
Representatives of the parties to the dispute shall have the same 
force as a report by the Council concurred in by all the members  
thereof other than the Representatives of one or more of the  
parties to the dispute. 

 

ARTICLE 16.  

Should any Member of the League resort to war in disregard of its 
covenants under Articles 12, 13, or 15, it shall ipso facto be  
deemed to have committed an act of war against all other Members of 
the League, which hereby undertake immediately to subject it to the 
severance of all trade or financial relations, the prohibition of 
all intercourse between their nations and the nationals of the  
covenant-breaking State, and the prevention of all financial, 
commercial, or personal intercourse between the nationals of the  
covenant-breaking State and the nationals of any other State, 
whether a Member of the League or not. It shall be the duty of the  
Council in such case to recommend to the several Governments 
concerned what effective military, naval, or air force the Members 
of the League shall severally contribute to the armed forces to be 
used to protect the covenants of the League. The Members of the  
League agree, further, that they will mutually support one another 
in the financial and economic measures which are taken under this 
Article, in order to minimise the loss and inconvenience resulting 
from the above measures, and that they will mutually support one  
another in resisting any special measures aimed at one of their  
number by the covenant breaking State, and that they will take the  
necessary steps to afford passage through their territory to the  
forces of any of the Members of the League which are co-operating 
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to protect the covenants of the League. Any Member of the League  
which has violated any covenant of the League may be declared to be  
no longer a Member of the League by a vote of the Council concurred 
in by the Representatives of all the other Members of the League  
represented thereon.  

 
ARTICLE 17.  

In the event of a dispute between a Member of the League and a  
State which is not a Member of the League, or between States not 
Members of the League, the State or States, not Members of the 
League shall be invited to accept the obligations of membership in 
the League for the purposes of such dispute, upon such conditions  
as the Council may deem just. If such invitation is accepted, the 
provisions of Articles 12 to I6 inclusive shall be applied with 
such modifications as may be deemed necessary by the Council. Upon 
such invitation being given the Council shall immediately institute 
an inquiry into the circumstances of the dispute and recommend such 
action as may seem best and most effectual in the circumstances. If 
a State so invited shall refuse to accept the obligations of 
membership in the League for the purposes of such dispute, and 
shall resort to war against a Member of the League, the provisions  
of Article 16 shall be applicable as against the State taking such 
action. If both parties to the dispute when so invited refuse to  
accept the obligations of membership in the League for the purpose 
of such dispute, the Council may take such measures and make such 
recommendations as will prevent hostilities and will result in the  
settlement of the dispute. 

 
ARTICLE 18.  

Every treaty or international engagement entered into hereafter by 
any Member of the League shall be forthwith registered with the  
Secretariat and shall as soon as possible be published by it. No 
such treaty or international engagement shall be binding until so  
registered. 

 
ARTICLE 19.  

The Assembly may from time to time advise the reconsideration by 
Members of the League of treaties which have become inapplicable  
and the consideration of international conditions whose continuance 
might endanger the peace of the world.  
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ARTICLE 20.  

The Members of the League severally agree that this Covenant is 
accepted as abrogating all obligations or understandings inter se  
which are inconsistent with the terms thereof, and solemnly  
undertake that they will not hereafter enter into any engagements 
inconsistent with the terms thereof. In case any Member of the 
League shall, before becoming a Member of the League, have  
undertaken any obligations inconsistent with the terms of this 
Covenant, it shall be the duty of such Member to take immediate 
steps to procure its release from such obligations. 

 
ARTICLE 21.  

Nothing in this Covenant shall be deemed to affect the validity of 
international engagements, such as treaties of arbitration or 
regional understandings like the Monroe doctrine, for securing the 
maintenance of peace. 

 
ARTICLE 22.  

To those colonies and territories which as a consequence of the 
late war have ceased to be under the sovereignty of the States 
which formerly governed them and which are inhabited by peoples not 
yet able to stand by themselves under the strenuous conditions of 
the modern world, there should be applied the principle that the 
well-being and development of such peoples form a sacred trust of 
civilisation and that securities for the performance of this trust 
should be embodied in this Covenant. The best method of giving  
practical effect to this principle is that the tutelage of such 
peoples should be entrusted to advanced nations who by reason of 
their resources, their experience or their geographical position 
can best undertake this responsibility, and who are willing to  
accept it, and that this tutelage should be exercised by them as 
Mandatories on behalf of the League. The character of the mandate 
must differ according to the stage of the development of the  
people, the geographical situation of the territory, its economic 
conditions, and other similar circumstances. Certain communities 
formerly belonging to the Turkish Empire have reached a stage of 
development where their existence as indepe ndent nations can be  
provisionally recognised subject to the rendering of administrative  
advice and assistance by a Mandatory until such time as they are  
able to stand alone.  
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The wishes of these communities must be a principal consideration in 
the selectio n of the Mandatory. Otherpeoples, especially those of 
Central Africa, are at such a stage that the Mandatory must be 
responsible for the administration of 
the territory under conditions which will guarantee freedom of 
conscience and religion, subject only to the maintenance of public 
order and morals, the prohibition of abuses such as the slave  
trade, the arms traffic, and the liquor traffic, and the prevention 
of the establishment of fortifications or military and naval bases  
and of military training of the natives for other than police 
purposes and the defence of territory, and will also secure equal 
opportunities for the trade and commerce of other Members of the  
League. There are territories, such as South-West Africa and  
certain of the South Pacific Islands, which, owing to the  
sparseness of their population, or their small size, or their 
remoteness from the centres of civilisation, or their geographical 
contiguity to the territory of the Mandatory, and other 
circumstances, can be best administered under the laws of the  
Mandatory as integral portions of its territory, subject to the  
safeguards above mentioned in the interests of the indigenous  
population. In every case of mandate, the Mandatory shall render to 
the Council an annual report in reference to the territory 
committed to its charge. The degree of authority, control, or 
administration to be exercised by the Mandatory shall, if not 
previously agreed upon by the Members of the League, be explicitly 
defined in each case by the Council. A permanent Commission shall 
be constituted to receive and examine the annual reports of the  
Mandatories and to advise the Council on all matters relating to 
the observance of the mandates. 

 
ARTICLE 23.  

Subject to and in accordance with the provisions of international 
conventions existing or hereafter to be agreed upon, the Members of 
the League: (a) will endeavour to secure and maintain fair and  
humane conditions of labour for men, women, and children, both in 
their own countries and in all countries to which their commercial 
and industrial relations extend, and for that purpose will 
establish and maintain the necessary international organisations; 
(b) undertake to secure just treatment of the native inhabitants of 
territories under their control; (c) will entrust the League with 
the general supervision over the execution of agreements with 
regard to the traffic in women and children, and the traffic in 
opium and other dangerous drugs; (d) will entrust the League with 
the general supervision of the trade in arms and ammunition with 
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the countries in which the control of this traffic is necessary in  
the common interest; (e) will make provision to secure and maintain 
freedom of communications and of transit and equitable treatment 
for the commerce of all Members of the League. In this connection,  
the special necessities of the regions devastated during the war of 
1914-1918 shall be borne in mind; (f) will endeavour to take steps 
in matters of international concern for the prevention and control 
of disease. 

 
ARTICLE 24.  

There shall be placed under the direction of the League all 
international bureaux already established by general treaties if 
the parties to such treaties consent. All such international 
bureaux and all commissions for the regulation of matters of 
international interest hereafter constituted shall be placed under 
the direction of the League. In all matters of international 
interest which are regulated by general conventions but which are 
not placed under the control of international bureaux or 
commissions, the Secretariat of the League shall, subject to the 
consent of the Council and if desired by the parties, collect and 
distribute all relevant information and shall render any other 
assistance which may be necessary or desirable. The Council may 
include as part of the expenses of the Secretariat the expenses of 
any bureau or commission which is placed under the direction of the 
League. 

 
ARTICLE 25.  

The Members of the League agree to encourage and promote the  
establishment and co-operation of duly authorised voluntary 
national Red Cross organisations having as purposes the improvement 
of health, the prevention of disease, and the mitigation of 
suffering throughout the world. 

 
ARTICLE 26.  

Amendments to this Covenant will take effect when ratified by the  
Members of the League whose representatives compose the Council and  
by a majority of the Members of the League whose Representatives 
compose the Assembly. No such amendment shall bind any Member of 
the League which signifies its dissent therefrom, but in that case  
it shall cease to be a Memb,er of the League. 
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ANNEX. 

 
I. ORIGINAL MEM BERS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS SIGNATORIES OF THE 
TREATY OF PEACE. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, BELGIUM, BOLIVIA, BRAZIL, BRITISH 
EUPIRE,  
CANADA, AUSTRALIA, SOUTH AFRICA, NEW ZEALAND, INDIA, CHINA, 
CUBA, 
ECUADOR, FRANCE, GREECE, GUATEMALA, HAITI, HEDJAZ, HONDURAS, 
ITALY, 
JAPAN, LIBERIA, NICARAGUA, PANAMA, PERU, POLAND, PORTUGAL,  
ROUMANIA, SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE, SIAM, CZECHO-SLOVAKIA, 
URUGUAY 

 
STATES INVITED TO ACCEDE TO THE COVENANT.  

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, CHILE, COLOMBIA, DENMARK, NETHERLANDS, 
NORWAY, 
PARAGUAY, PERSIA, SALVADOR, SPAIN, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND, 
VENEZUELA. 

 
II. FIRST SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF NATION5. 

The Honourable Sir James Eric Drummond, K.C.M.G., C.B. 

 
 

PART III:  
POLITICAL CLAUSES FOR EUROPE 

 
 

ARTICLE 31 
 
Germany, recognising that the Treaties of April 19, 1839, which established the status of 
Belgium before the war, no longer conform to the requirements of the situation, consents 
to the abrogation of the said Treaties and undertakes immediately to recognise and to 
observe whatever conventions may be entered into by the Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers, or by any of them, in concert with the Governments of Belgium and of the 
Netherlands, to replace the said Treaties of 1839. If her formal adhesions should be 
required to such conventions or to any of their stipulations, Germany undertakes 
immediately to give it.  
 



THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND THE PEACE TREATIES  66 
 

 

ARTICLE 32 
 
Germany recognises the full sovereignty of Belgium over the whole of the contested 
territory of Moresnet (called Moresnet neutre).  
 

ARTICLE 33 
 
Germany renounces in favour of Belgium all rights and title over the territory of Prussian 
Moresnet situated on the west of the road from Liege to Aix- la-Chapelle; the road will 
belong to Belgium where it bounds this territory.  
 

ARTICLE 34 
 
Germany renounces in favour of Belgium all rights and title over the territory comprising 
the whole of the Kreise of Eupen and of Malmedy. During the six months after the 
coming into force of this Treaty, registers will be opened by the Belgian authority at 
Eupen and Malmedy in which the inhabitants of the above territory will be entitled to 
record in writing a desire to see the whole or part of it remain under German sovereignty. 
The results of this public expression of opinion will be communicated by the Belgian 
Government to the League of Nations, and Belgium undertakes to accept the decision of 
the League.  
 

ARTICLE 36 
 
When the transfer of the sovereignty over the territories referred to above has become 
definite, German nationals habitually resident in the territories will definitively acquire 
Belgian nationality ipso facto, and will lose their German nationality. Nevertheless, 
German nationals who became resident in the territories after August 1, 1914, shall not 
obtain Belgian nationality without a permit from the Belgian Government.  
 

ARTICLE 37 
 
Within the two years following the definitive transfer of the sovereignty over the 
territories assigned to Belgium under the present Treaty, German nationals over 18 years 
of age habitually resident in those territories will be entitled to opt for German 
nationality. Option by a husband will cover his wife, and option by parents will cover 
their children under 18 years of age. Persons who have exercised the above right to opt 
must within the ensuing twelve months transfer their place of residence to Germany. 
They will be entitled to retain their immovable property in the territories acquired by 
Belgium. They may carry with them their movable property of every description. No 
export or import duties may be imposed upon them in connection with the removal of 
such property.  
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ARTICLE 38 
 
The German Government will hand over without delay to the Belgian Government the 
archives, registers, plans, title deeds and documents of every kind concerning the civil, 
military, financial, judicial or other administrations in the territory transferred to Belgian 
sovereignty. The German Govern-ment will likewise restore to the Belgian Government 
the archives and documents of every kind carried off during the war by the German 
authorities from the Belgian public administrations, in particular from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs at Brussels.  
 

ARTICLE 39 
 
The proportion and nature of the financial liabilities of Germany and of Prussia with 
Belgium will have to bear on account of the territories ceded to her shall be fixed in 
conformity with Articles 254 and 256 of Part IX (Financial Clauses) of the present 
Treaty.  
 

SECTION II 
LUXEMBURG 

 
ARTICLE 40 

 
With regard to the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, Germany renounces the benefit of all the 
provisions inserted in her favour in the Treaties of February 8, 1842, April 2, 1847, 
October 20-25, 1865, August 18, 1866, February 21 and May 11, 1867, May 10, 1871, 
June 11, 1872, and November 11, 1902, and in all Conventions consequent upon such 
Treaties. Germany recognises that the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg ceased to form part of 
the German Zollverein as from January 1, 1919, renounces all rights to the exploitation of 
the railways, adheres to the termination of the regime of neutrality of the Grand Duchy, 
and accepts in advance all international arrangements which may be concluded by the 
Allied and Associated Powers relating to the Grand Duchy.  
 

ARTICLE 41 
 
Germany undertakes to grant to the Grand Duchy of Luxe mburg, when a demand to that 
effect is made to her by the Principal Allied and Associated Powers, the rights and 
advantages stipulated in favour of such Powers or their nationals in the present Treaty 
with regard to economic questions, to questions relative to transport and to aerial 
navigation.  
 

SECTION III  
 

LEFT BANK OF THE RHINE 
 

ARTICLE 42 
 
Germany is forbidden to maintain or construct any fortifications either on the left bank of 
the Rhine or on the right bank to the west of a line drawn 50 kilometres to the East of the 
Rhine.  
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ARTICLE 43 
 
In the area defined above the maintenance and the assembly of armed forces, either 
permanently or temporarily, and military maneuvers of any kind, as well as the upkeep of 
all permanent works for mobilization, are in the same way forbidden.  

ARTICLE 44 
 
In case Germany violates in any manner whatever the provisions of Articles 42 and 43, 
she shall be regarded as committing a hostile act against the Powers signatory of the 
present Treaty and as calculated to disturb the peace of the world.  
 

SECTION IV 
SAAR BASIN 

 
ARTICLE 45  

 
As compensation for the destruction of the coal-mines in the north of France and as part 
payment towards the total reparation due from Germany for the damage resulting from 
the war, Germany cedes to France in full and absolute possession, with exclusive rights 
of exploitation, unencumbered and free from all debts and charges of any kind, the coal-
mines situated in the Saar Basin as defined in Article 48.  
 
(...) 
 

ARTICLE 49 
 
Germany renounces in favour of the League of Nations, in the capacity of trustee, the 
government of the territory defined above.  
At the end of fifteen years from the coming into force of the present Treaty the 
inhabitants of the said territory shall be called upon to indicate the sovereignty under 
which they desire to be placed.  
 

ARTICLE 50 
 
The stipulations under which the cession of the mines in the Saar Basin shall be carried 
out, together with the measures intended to guarantee the rights and the well-being of the 
inhabitants and the government of the territory, as well as the conditions in accordance 
with which the plebiscite herein before provided for is to be made, are laid down in the 
Annex hereto. This Annex shall be considered as an integral part of the present Trea ty, 
and Germany declares her adherence to it.  
(...) 
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ANNEX 
 

CHAPTER III 
PLEBISCITE 

 
34.  
 
At the termination of a period of fifteen years from the coming into force of the present 
treaty, the population of the territory of the Saar Basin will be called upon to indicate 
their desires in the following manner: A vote will take place by communes or districts, on 
the three following alternatives:  

(a) maintenance of the regime established by the present Treaty and by this Annex;  
(b) union with France;  
(c) union with Germany.  

All persons without distinction of sex, more than twenty years old at the date of the 
voting, resident in the territory at the date of the signature of the present Treaty, will have 
the right to vote. The other conditions, methods, and the date of the voting shall be fixed 
by the Council of the League of Nations in such a way as to secure the freedom, secrecy 
and trustworthiness of the voting  
 
35.  
 
The League of Nations shall decide on the sovereignty under which the territory is to be  
placed, taking into account the wishes of the inhabitants as expressed by the voting.  

(a) If, for the whole or part of the territory, the League of Nations decides in favour of 
the maintenance of the regime established by the present Treaty and this Annex, Ger-
many hereby agrees to make such renunciation of her sovereignty in favour of the 
League of Nations as the latter shall deem necessary. It will be the duty of the League 
of Nations to take appropriate steps to adapt the regime definitively adopted to the 
permanent welfare of the territory and the general interest;  
(b) If, for the whole or part of the territory, the League of Nations decides in favour of 
union with France, Germany hereby agrees to cede to France in accordance with the 
decision of the League of Nations, all rights and title over the territory specified by the 
League.  
(c) If, for the whole or part of the territory, the League of Nations decides in favour of 
union with Germany, it will be the duty of the League of Nations to cause the German 
Government to be re-established in the government of the territory specified by the 
League.  

 
36.  
 
If the League of Nations decides in favour of the union of the whole or part of the 
territory of the Saar Basin with Germany, France’s rights of ownership in the mines 
situated in such part of the territory will be repurchased by Germany in their entirety at a 
price payable in gold. The price to be paid will be fixed by three experts, one nominated 
by Germany, one by France, and one, who shall be neither a Frenchman nor a German, 
by the Council of the League of Nations; the decision of the experts will be given by a 
majority.  
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The obligation of Germany to make such payment shall be taken into account by the 
Reparation Commission, and for the purpose of t his payment Germany may create a prior 
charge upon her assets or revenues upon such detailed terms as shall be agreed to by the 
Reparation Commission. If, nevertheless, Germany after a period of one year from the 
date on which the payment becomes due shall not have effected the said payment, the 
Reparation Commission shall do so in accordance with such instructions as may be given 
by the League of Nations, and, if necessary, by liquidating that part of the mines which is 
in question.  
 

SECTION V 
ALSACE-LORRAINE 

 
The HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES, recognising the moral obligation to redress the 
wrong done by Germany in 1871 both to the rights of France and to the wishes of the 
population of Alsace and Lorraine, which were separated from their country in spite of 
the solemn protest of their representatives at the Assembly of Bordeaux  
 
Agree upon the following Articles:  
 

ARTICLE 51 
 
The territories which were ceded to Germany in accordance with the Preliminaries of 
Peace signed at Versailles on February 26, 187l, and the Treaty of Frankfort of May 10, 
1871, are restored to French sovereignty as from the date of the Armistice of November 
11, 1918.  
The provisions of the Treaties establishing the delimitation of the frontiers before 1871 
shall be restored.  
 

ARTICLE 52  
 
The German Government shall hand over without delay to the French Government all 
archives, registers, plans, titles and documents of every kind concerning the civil, 
military, financial, judicial or other administrations of the territories restored to French 
sovereignty. If any of these documents, archives, registers, titles or plans nave been 
misplaced, they will be restored by the German Government on the demand of the French 
Government.  
 

ARTICLE 53 
 
Separate agreements shall be made between France and Germany dealing with the 
interests of the inhabitants of the territories referred to in Article 51, particularly as 
regards their civil rights, their business and the exercise of their professions, it being 
understood that Germany undertakes as from the present date to recognise and accept the 
regulations laid down in the Annex hereto regarding the nationality of the inhabitants or 
natives of the said territories, not to claim at any time or in any place whatsoever as 
German nationals those who shall have been declared on any ground to be French, to 
receive all others in her territory, and to conform, as regards the property of German 
nationals in the territories indicated in Article 51, with the provisions of Article 297 and 
the Annex to Section IV of Part X (Economic Clauses) of the present Treaty.  
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Those German nationals who without acquiring French nationality shall receive 
permission from the French Government to reside in the said territories shall not be 
subjected to the provisions of the said Article.  
 

ARTICLE 54 
 
Those persons who have regained French nationality in virtue of paragraph 1 of the 
Annex hereto will be held to be Alsace- Lorrainers for the purposes of the present 
Section.  
The persons referred to in paragraph 2 of the said Annex will from the day on which they 
have claimed French nationality be held to be Alsace-Lorrainers with retroactive effect as 
from November 11, 1918. For those whose application is rejected, the privilege will 
terminate at the date of the refusal.  
Such juridical persons will also have the status of AlsaceLorrainers as shall have been 
recognised as possessing this quality whether by the French administrative authorities or 
by a judicial decision.  
(...) 
 
               SECTION VI 

AUSTRIA 
 

ARTICLE 80 
 
Germany acknowledges and will respect strictly the independence of Austria, within the 
frontiers which may be fixed in a Treaty between that State and the Principal Allied and 
Associated Powers; she agrees that this independence shall be inalienable, except with 
the consent of the Council of the League of Nations.  
 

SECTION VII 
CZECHO-SLOVAK STATE.  

 
ARTICLE 81 

 
Germany, in conformity with the action already taken by the Allied and Associated 
Powers, recognises the complete independence of the Czecho-Slovak State which will 
include the autonomous territory of the Ruthenians to the south of the Carpathians. 
Germany hereby recognises the frontiers of this State as determined by the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers and the other interested States.  
 

ARTICLE 82 
 
The old frontier as it existed on August 3, 1914, between Austria- Hungary and the 
German Empire will constitute the frontier between Germany and the Czecho-Slovak 
State.  
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ARTICLE 83 
 
Germany renounces in favour of the Czecho-Slovak State all rights and title over the 
portio n of Silesian territory defined as follows: starting from a point about 2 kilometres 
south-east of Katscher, on the boundary between the Kreise of Leobschutz and Ratibor: 
the boundary between the two Kreise; then, the former boundary between Germany and 
Austria-Hungary up to a point on the Oder immediately to the south of the Ratibor-
Oderberg railway; thence, towards the north-west and up to a point about 2 kilometres to 
the south-east of Katscher: a line to be fixed on the spot passing to the west of Kranowitz. 
A Commission composed of seven members, five nominated by the Principal Allied and 
Associated Powers, one by Poland and one by the Czecho-Slovak State, will be appointed 
fifteen days after the coming into force of the present Treaty to trace on the spot the 
frontier line between Poland and the Czecho -Slovak State. The decisions of this 
Commission will be taken by a majority and shall be binding on the parties concerned. 
Germany hereby agrees to renounce in favour of the Czecho-Slovak State all rights and 
title over the part of the Kreis of Leobschutz comprised within the following boundaries 
in case after the determination of the frontier between Germany and Poland the said part 
of that Kreis should become isolated from Germany: from the south-eastern extremity of 
the salient of the former Austrian frontier at about 5 kilometres to the west of Leobschutz 
southwards and up to the point of junction with the boundary between the Kreise of 
Leobschutz and Ratibor: the former frontier between Germany and Austria-Hungary; 
then, northwards, the administrative bound-ary between the Kreise of Leobschutz and 
Ratibor up to a point situated about 2 kilometres to the south-east of Katscher; thence, 
north-westwards and up to the starting-point of this definition: a line to be fixed on the 
spot passing to the east of Katscher,  
 

ARTICLE 84 
 
German nationals habitually resident in any of the territories recognised as forming part 
of the Czecho-Slovak State will obtain Czecho-Slovak nationality ipso facto and lose 
their German nationality.  
 
               ARTICLE 85 
 
Within a period of two years from the coming into force of the present Treaty, German 
nationals over eighteen years of age habitually resident in any of the territories 
recognized as forming part of the Czecho-Slovak State will be entitled to opt for German. 
nationality. Czecho-Slovaks who are German nationals and are habitually resident in 
Germany will have a similar right to opt for Czecho-Slovak nationality.  
Option by a husband will cover his wife and option by parents will cover their children 
under eighteen years of age.  
Persons who have exercised the above right to opt must within the succeeding twelve 
months transfer their place of residence to the State for which they have opted.  
They will be entitled to retain their landed property in the territory of the other State 
where they had their place of residence before exercising the right to opt. They may carry 
with them their movable property of every description. No export or import duties may 
be imposed upon them in connection with the removal of such property.  
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Within the same period Czecho-Slovaks, who are German nationals and are in a foreign 
country will be entitled, in the absence of any provisions to the contrary in the foreign 
law, and if they have not acquired the foreign nationality, to obtain Czecho-Slovak 
nationality and lose their German nationality by complying with the requirements laid 
down by the Czecho-Slovak State.  
 

ARTICLE 86 
 
The Czecho-Slovak State accepts and agrees to embody in a Treaty with the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers such provisions as may be deemed necessary by the said 
Powers to protect the interests of inhabitants of that State who differ from the majority of 
the population in race, language, or religion.  
The Czecho-Slovak State further accepts and agrees to embody in a Treaty with the said 
Powers such provisions as they may deem necessary to protect freedom of transit and 
equitable treatment of the commerce of other nations.  
The proportion and nature of the financial obligations of Germany and Prussia which the 
Czecho-Slovak State will have to assume on account of the Silesian territory placed 
under its sovereignty will be determined in accor-dance with Article 254 of Part IX 
(Financial Clauses) of the present Treaty.  
Subsequent agreements will decide all questions not decided by the present Treaty which 
may arise in consequence of the cession of the said territory.  
 

SECTION VIII 
POLAND  

 
ARTICLE 87 

 
Germany, in conformity with the action already taken by the Allied and Associated 
Powers, recognises the complete independence of Poland, and renounces in her favour all 
rights and title over the territory bounded by the Baltic Sea, the eastern frontier of 
Germany as laid down in Article 27 of Part II (Boundaries of Germany) of the present 
Treaty up to a point situated about 2 kilometres to the east of Lorzendorf, then a line to 
the acute angle which the northern boundary of Upper Silesia makes about 3 kilometres 
north-west of Simmenau, then the boundary of Upper Silesia to its meeting point with the 
old frontier between Germany and Russia, then this frontier to the point where it crosses 
the course of the Niemen, and then the northern frontier of East Prussia as laid down in 
Article 28 of Part II aforesaid.  
The provisions of this Article do not, however, apply to the territories of East Prussia and 
the Free City of Danzig, as defined in Article 28 of Part II (Boundaries of Germany) and 
in Article 100 of Section XI (Danzig) of this Part.  
The boundaries of Poland not laid down in the present Treaty will be subsequently 
determined by the Principal Allied and Associated Powers.  
A Commission consisting of seven members, five of whom shall be nominated by the 
Principal Allied and Associated Powers, one by Germany and one by Poland, sha ll be 
constituted fifteen days after the coming into force of the present Treaty to delimit on the 
spot the frontier line between Poland and Germany. The decisions of the Commission 
will be taken by a majority of votes and shall be binding upon the parties concerned.  
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ARTICLE 88 
 
In the portion of Upper Silesia included within the boundaries described below, the 
inhabitants will be called upon to indicate by a vote whether they wish to be attached to 
Germany or to Poland: starting from the northern point of the salient of the old province 
of Austrian Silesia situated about 8 kilometres east of Neustadt, the former frontier 
between Germany and Austria to its junction with the boundary between the Kreise of 
Leobschutz and Ratibor; thence in a northerly direction to a point about 2 kilometres 
south-east of Katscher: the boundary between the Kreise of Leobschutz and Ratibor; 
thence in a south-easterly direction to a point on the course of the Oder immediately 
south of the Ratibor- Oderberg railway: a line to be fixed on the ground passing south of 
Kranowitz; thence the old boundary between Germany and Austria, then the old 
boundary between Germany and Russia to its junction with the administrative boundary 
between Posnania and Upper Silesia; thence this administrative boundary to its junction 
with the administrative boundary between Upper and Middle Silesia, thence westwards to 
the point where the administrative boundary turns in an acute angle to the south-east 
about 3 kilometres north- west of Simmenau: the boundary between Upper and Middle 
Silesia; then in a westerly direction to a point to be fixed on the ground about 2 
kilometres east of Lorzendorf: a line to be fixed on the ground passing north of Klein 
Hennersdorf: thence southwards to the point where the boundary between Upper and 
Middle Silesia cuts the Stadtel-Karlsruhe road: a line to be fixed on the ground passing 
west of Hennersdorf, Polkowitz, Noldau, Steinersdorf, and Dammer, and east of Strehlitz, 
Nassadel, Eckersdorf, Schwirz, and Stadtel; thence the boundary between Upper and 
Middle Silesia to its junction with the eastern boundary of the Kreis of Falkenberg; then 
the eastern boundary of the Kreis of Falkenberg to the point of the salient which is 3 
kilometres east of Puschine; thence to the northern point of the salient of the old province 
of Austrian Silesia situated about 8 kilometres east of Neustadt: a line to be fixed on the 
ground passing east of Zulz.  
The regime under which this plebiscite will be taken and given effect to is laid down in 
the Annex hereto.  
The Polish and German Governments hereby respectively bind themselves to conduct no 
prosecutions on any part of their territory and to take no exceptional proceedings for any 
political action performed in Upper Silesia during the period of the regime laid down in 
the Annex hereto and up to the settlement of the final status of the country.  
Germany hereby renounces in favour of Poland all rights and title over the portion of 
Upper Silesia lying beyond the frontier line fixed by the Principa l Allied and Associated 
Powers as the result of the plebiscite.  
(...) 
 

ARTICLE 89 
 
Poland undertakes to accord freedom of transit to persons, goods, vessels, carriages, 
wagons, and mails in transit between East Prussia and the rest of Germany over Polish 
territory, including territorial waters, and to treat them at least as favourably as the 
persons, goods, vessels, carriages, wagons and mails respectively of Polish or of any 
other more favoured nationality, origin importation, starting point, or ownerships as 
regards facilities, restrictions and all other matters.  
Goods in transit shall be exempt from all customs or other similar duties.  
Freedom of transit will extend to telegraphic and telephonic services under the conditions 
laid down by the conventions referred to in Article 98.  
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ARTICLE 90 

 
Poland undertakes to permit for a period of fifteen years the exportation to Germany of 
the products of the mines in any part of Upper Silesia transferred to Poland in accordance 
with the present Treaty.  
Such products shall be free from all export duties or other charges or restrictions on 
exportation.  
Poland agrees to take such steps as may be necessary to secure that any such products 
shall be available for sale to purchasers in Germany on terms as favourable as are 
applicable to like products sold under similar conditions to purchasers in Poland or in any 
other country.  

ARTICLE 91 
 
German nationals habitually resident in territories recognised as forming part of Poland 
will acquire Polish nationality ipso facto and will lose their German nationality. German 
nationals, however, or their descendants who became resident in these territories after 
January 1, 1908, will not acquire Polish nationality without a special authorisation from 
the Polish State.  
Within a period of two years after the coming into force of the present Treaty, German 
nationals over 18 years of age habitually resident in any of the territories recognised as 
forming part of Poland will be entitled to opt for German nationality.  
Poles who are German nationals over 18 years of age and habitually resident in Germany 
will have a similar right to opt for Polish nationality.  
Option by a husband will cover his wife and option by parents will cover their children 
under 18 years of age.  
Persons who have exercised the above right to opt may within the succeeding twelve 
months transfer their place of residence to the State for which they have opted.  
They will be entitled to retain their immovable property in the territory of the other State 
where they had their place of residence before exercising the right to opt.  
They may carry with them their movable property of every description. No export or 
import duties or charges may be imposed upon them in connection with the removal of 
such property.  
Within the same period Poles who are German nationals and are in a foreign country will 
be entitled, in the absence of any provisions to the contrary in the foreign law, and if they 
have not acquired the foreign nationality, to obtain Polish nationality and to lose their 
German nationality by complying with the requirements laid down by the Polish State.  
In the portion of Upper Silesia submitted to a plebiscite the provisions of this Article 
shall only come into force as from the definitive attribution of the territory.  
(...) 
 

ARTICLE 93 
 
Poland accepts and agrees to embody in a Treaty with the Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers such provisions as may be deemed necessary by the said Powers to protect the 
interests of inhabitants of Poland who differ from the ma jority of the population in race, 
language, or religion.  
Poland further accepts and agrees to embody in a Treaty with the said Powers such 
provisions as they may deem necessary to protect freedom of transit and equitable 
treatment of the commerce of other nations.  
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SECTION IX 

EAST PRUSSIA 
 

ARTICLE 94 
 
In the area between the southern frontier of East Prussia, as described in Article 28 of 
Part II (Boundaries of Germany) of the present Treaty, and the line described below, the 
inhabitants will be called upon to indicate by a vote the State to which they wish to 
belong:  
The western and northern boundary of Regierungsbezirk Allenstein to its junction with 
the boundary between the Kreise of Oletsko and Angerburg; thence, the northern 
boundary of the Kreis of Oletsko to its junction with the old frontier of East Prussia.  
 

ARTICLE 95 
 
The German troops and authorities will be withdrawn from the area defined above within 
a period not exceeding fifteen days after the coming into force of the present treaty. Until 
the evacuation is completed they will abstain from all requisitions in money or in kind 
and from all measures injurious to the economic interests of the country.  
On the expiration of the above-mentioned period the said area will be placed under the 
authority of an International Commission of five members appointed by the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers. This Commission will have general powers of 
administration and, in particular, will be charged with the duty of arranging for the vote 
and of taking such measures as it may deem necessary to ensure its freedom, fairness, and 
secrecy. The Commission will have all necessary authority to decide any questions to 
which the execution of these provisions may give rise. The Commission will make such 
arrangements as may be necessary for assistance in the exercise of its functions by 
officials chosen by itself from the local population. Its decisions will be taken by a 
majority.  
Every person, irrespective of sex, will be entitled to vote who:  

 (a) Is 20 years of age at the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty, and  
 (b) Was born within the area where the vote will take place or has been habitually 
resident there from a date to be fixed by the Commission.  

Every person will vote in the commune where he is habitually resident or, if not 
habitually resident in the area, in the commune where he was born.  
The result of the vote will be determined by communes (Gemeinde) according to the 
majority of the votes in each commune.  
On the conclusion of the voting the number of votes cast in each commune will be 
communicated by the Commission to the Principal Allied and Associated Powers, with a 
full report as the taking of the vote and a recommendation as to the line which ought to be 
adopted as the boundary of East Prussia in this region . In this recommendation regard 
will be paid to the wishes of the inhabitants as shown by the vote and to the geographical 
and economic conditions of the locality. The Principal Allied and Associated Powers will 
then fix the frontier between East Prussia and Poland in this region.  
If the line fixed by the Principal Allied and Associated Powers is such as to exclude from 
East Prussia any part of the territory defined in Article 94, the renunciation of its rights 
by Germany in favour of Poland, as provided in Article 87 above, will extend to the 
territories so excluded.  
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As soon as the line has been fixed by the Principal Allied and Associated Powers, the 
authorities administering East Prussia will be notified by the Internatio nal Commission 
that they are free to take over the administration of the territory to the north of the line so 
fixed, which they shall proceed to do within one month of such notification and in the 
manner prescribed by the Commission. Within the same perio d and as prescribed by the 
Commission, the Polish Government must proceed to take over the administration of the 
territory to the south of the line. The administration of the territory by the East Prussian 
and Polish authorities respectively has been provided for, the powers of the Commission 
will terminate.  
Expenditure by the Commission, whether in the discharge of its own functions or in the 
administration of the territory, will be borne by the local revenues East Prussia will be 
required to bear such proportion of any deficit as may be fixed by the Principal Allied 
and Associated Powers.  
 

ARTICLE 96 
 
In the area comprising the Kreise of Stuhm and Rosenberg and the portion of the Kreis of 
Marienburg which is situated east of the Nogat and that of Marienwerder east of the 
Vistula, the inhabitants will be called upon to indicate by a vote, to be taken in each 
commune (Gemeinde), whether they desire the various communes situated in this 
territory to belong to Poland or to East Prussia.  
 

ARTICLE 97 
 
The German troops and authorities will be withdrawn from the area defined in Article 96 
within a period not exceeding fifteen days after the coming into force of the present 
Treaty. Until the evacuation is completed they will abstain from all requisitions in money 
or in kind and from all measures injurious to the economic interests of the country.  
On the expiration of the above-mentioned period, the said area will be placed under the 
authority of an International Commission of five members appointed by the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers. This Commission, supported if occasion arises by the 
necessary forces, will have general powers of administration and in particular will be 
charged with the duty of arranging for the vote and of taking such measures as it may 
deem necessary to ensure its freedom, fairness, and secrecy. The Commission will 
conform as far as possible to the provisions of the present Treaty relating to the plebiscite 
On the Allenstein area; its decisions will be taken by a majority.  
Expenditure by the Commission, whether in the discharge of its own functions or in the 
administration of the territory, will be borne by the local revenues.  
On the conclusion of the voting the number of votes cast in each commune will be 
communicated by the Commission to the Principal Allied and Associated Powers with a 
full report as to the taking of the vote and a recommendation as to the line which ought to 
be adopted as the boundary of East Prussia in this region. In this recommendation regard 
will be paid to the wishes of the inhabitants as shown by the vote and to the geographical 
and economic conditions of the locality. The Principal Allied and Associated Powers will 
then fix the frontier between East Prussia and Poland in this region, leaving in any case to 
Poland for the whole of the section bordering on the Vistula full and complete control of 
the river including the east bank as far east of the river as may be necessary for its 
regulation and improvement, Germany agrees that in any portion of the said territory 
which remains German, no fortifications shall at any time be erected. The Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers will at the same time draw up regulations for assuring to 
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the population of East Prussia to the fullest extent and under equitable conditions access 
to the Vistula and the use of it for themselves, their commerce, and their boats.  
The determination of the frontier and the foregoing regulations shall be binding upon all 
the parties concerned.  
When the administration of the territory has been taken over by the East Prussian and 
Polish authorities respectively, the powers of the Commission will terminate.  
 

ARTICLE 98 
 
Germany and Poland undertake, within one year of the coming into force of this Treaty, 
to enter into conventions of which the terms, in case of difference, shall be settled by the 
Council of the League of Nations, with the object of securing, on the one hand, to 
Germany full and adequate railroad, telegraphic and telephonic facilities for 
communication between the rest of Germany and East Prussia over the intervening Polish 
territory, and on the other hand to Poland full and adequate railroad, telegraphic and 
telephonic facilities for communication between Poland and the Free City of Danzig over 
any German territory that may, on the right bank of the Vistula, intervene between Poland 
and the Free City of Danzig.  
 

SECTION X 
M EMEL 

 
ARTICLE 99 

 
Germany renounces in favour of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers all rights 
and title over the territories included between the Balt ic, the north-eastern frontier of East 
Prussia as defined in Article 28 of Part II (Boundaries of Germany) of the present Treaty 
and the former frontier between Germany and Russia. Germany undertakes to accept the 
settlement made by the Principal Allied and Associated Powers in regard to these 
territories, particularly in so far as concerns the nationality of the inhabitants.  
 

SECTION XI 
FREE CITY OF DANZIG 

 
ARTICLE 100 

 
Germany renounces in favour of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers all rights 
and title over the territory comprised within the following limits:  

- from the Baltic Sea southwards to the point where the principal channels of 
navigation of the Nogat and the Vistula (Weichsel) meet:  
- the boundary of East Prussia as described in Artic le 28 of Part II (Boundaries of 
Germany) of the present Treaty;  
- thence the principal channel of navigation of the Vistula downstream to a point about 
6-1/2 kilometres north of the bridge of Dirschau;  
- thence north-west to point 5-1/2 kilometres south-east of the church of Guttland:  
- a line to be fixed on the ground,  
- thence in a general westerly direction to the salient made by the boundary of the 
Kreis of Berent 8-1/2 kilometres north-east of Schoneck:  
- a line to be fixed on the ground passing between Muhlbanz on the south and 
Rambeltsch on the north;  
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- thence the boundary of the Kreis of Berent westwards to the re- entrant which it 
forms 6 kilometres north-north-west Schoneck; thence to a point on the median line of 
Lonkener See:  
- a line to be fixed on the ground passing north of Neu Fietz and Schatarpi and south 
of Barenhutte and Lonken;  
- thence the median line of Lonkener See to its northernmost point;  
- thence to the southern end of Pollenziner See:  
- a line to be fixed on the ground;  
- thence the median line of Pollenziner See to its northernmost point;  
- thence in a north-easterly direction to a point about 1 kilometre south of Koliebken 
church, where the Danzig-Neustadt railway crosses a stream:  
- a line to be fixed on the ground passing south-east of Kamehlen, Krissau, Fidlin, 
Sulmin (Richthof), Mattern, Schaferei, and to the north-west of Neuendorf, Marschau, 
Czapielken, Hoch- and Klein- Kelpin, Pulvermuhl, Renneberg, and the towns of Oliva 
and Zoppot;  
- thence the course of the stream mentioned above to the Baltic Sea. The boundaries 
described above are drawn on a German map, scale 1/100,000, attached to the present 
Treaty (Map No. 3).  

 
ARTICLE 101 

 
A Commission composed of three members appointed by the Principal Allied and 
Associated Powers, including a High Commissioner as President, one member appointed 
by Germany and one member appointed by Poland, shall be constituted within fifteen 
days of the coming into force of the present Treaty for the purpose of delimiting on the 
spot the frontier of the territory as described above, taking into account as far as possible 
the existing communal boundaries.  
 

ARTICLE 102 
 
The Principal Allied and Associated Powers undertake to establish the town of Danzig, 
together with the rest of the territory described in Article 100, as a Free City. It will be 
placed under the protection of the League of Nations.  
 

ARTICLE 103 
 
A constitution for the Free City of Danzig shall be drawn up by the duly appointed 
representatives of the Free City in agreement with a High Commissioner to be appointed 
by the League of Nations. This constitution shall be placed under the guarantee of the 
League of Nations.  
The High Commissioner will also be entrusted with the duty of dealing in the first 
instance with all differences arising between Poland and the Free City of Danzig in 
regard to this Treaty or any arrangements or agreements made thereunder.  
The High Commissioner shall reside at Danzig.  
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ARTICLE 104 
 
The Principal Allied and Associated Powers undertake to negotiate a Treaty between the 
Polish Government and the Free City of Danzig, which shall come into force at the same 
time as the establishment of the said Free City, with the following objects:  

(1) To effect the inclusion of the Free City of Danzig within the Polish Customs 
frontiers, and to establish a free area in the port; 
(2) To ensure to Poland without any restriction the free use and service of all 
waterways, docks, basins, wharves and other works within the territory of the Free 
City necessary for Polish imports and exports;  
(3) To ensure to Poland the control and administration of the Vistula and of the whole 
railway system within the Free City, except such street and other railways as serve 
primarily the needs of the Free City, and of postal, telegraphic and telephonic 
communication between Poland and the port of Danzig;  
(4) To ensure to Poland the right to develop and improve the waterways, docks, 
basins, wharves, railways and other works and means of communication mentioned in 
this Article, as well as to lease or purchase through appropriate processes such land 
and other property as may be necessary for these purposes,  
(5) To provide against any discrimination within the Free City of Danzig to the 
detriment of citizens of Poland and other persons of Polish origin or speech;  
(6) To provide that the Polish Government shall undertake the conduct of the foreign 
relations of the Free City of Danzig as well as the diplomatic protection of citizens of 
that city when abroad.  

 
ARTICLE 105 

 
On the coming into force of the present Treaty German nationals ordinarily resident in 
the territory described in Article 100 will ipso facto lose their German nationality in order 
to become nationals of the Free City of Danzig.  
 

ARTICLE 106 
 
Within a period of two years from the coming into force of the present Treaty, German 
nationals over 18 years of age ordinarily resident in the territory described in Article 100 
will have the right to opt for German nationality.  
Option by a husband will cover his wife and option by parents will cover their children 
less than 18 years of age.  
All persons who exercise the right of option referred to above must during the ensuing 
twelve months transfer their place of residence to Germany.  
These persons will be entitled to preserve the immovable property possessed by them in 
the territory of the Free City of Danzig. They may carry with them their movable 
property of every description. No export or import duties shall be imposed upon upon 
them in this connection.  
 

ARTICLE 107 
 
All property situated within the territory of the Free City of Danzig belonging to the 
German Empire or to any German State shall pass to the Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers for transfer to the Free City of Danzig or to the Polish State as they may consider 
equitable.  
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ARTICLE 108 
 
The proportion and nature of the financial liabilities of Germany and of Prussia to be 
borne by the Free City of Danzig shall be fixed in accordance with Article 254 of Part IX 
(Financial Clauses) of the present Treaty.  
All other questions which may arise from the cession of the territory referred to in Article 
100 shall be settled by further agreements.  
 

SECTION XII 
SCHLESWIG 

 
ARTICLE 109 

 
The frontier between Germany and Denmark shall be fixed in conformity with the wishes 
of the population.  
For this purpose, the population inhabiting the territories of the former German Empire 
situated to the north of a line, from East to West, (shown by a brown line on the map No. 
4, annexed to the present Treaty):  
(...) 

the vote above provided for shall be taken within a period not exceeding three weeks 
after the evacuation of the country by the German troops and authorities.  

The result will be determined by the majority of votes cast in the whole of this section. 
This result will be immediately communicated by the Commission to the Principal Allied 
and Associated Powers and proclaimed.  
If the vote results in favour of the reincorporation of this territory in the Kingdom of 
Denmark, the Danish Government in agreement with the Commissio n will be entitled to 
effect its occupation with their military and administrative authorities immediately after 
the proclamation.  

(4) In the section of the evacuated zone situated to the south of the preceding section 
and to the north of the line which starts from the Baltic Sea 13 kilometres from 
Flensburg and ends north of the islands of Oland and Langeness, the vote will be taken 
within a period not exceeding five weeks after the plebiscite shall have been held in 
the first section.  

The result will be determined by communes (Gemeinden), in accordance with the 
majority of the votes cast in each commune (Gemeinde).  
 

 
 
 

ARTICLE 110 
 
Pending a delimitation on the spot, a frontier line will be fixed by the Principal Allied and 
Associated Powers according to a line based on the result of the voting, and proposed by 
the International Commission, and taking into account the particular geographical and 
economic conditions of the localities in question.  
From that time the Danish Government may effect the occupation of these territories with 
the Danish civil and military authorities, and the German Government may reinstate up to 
the said frontier line the German civil and military authorities whom it has evacuated.  
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Germany hereby renounces definitely in favour o f the Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers all rights of sovereignty over the territories situated to the north of the frontier 
line fixed in accordance with the above provisions. The Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers will hand over the said territories to Denmark.  
 

ARTICLE 111 
 
A Commission composed of seven members, five of whom shall be nominated by the 
Principal Allied and Associated Powers, one by Denmark, and one by Germany, shall be 
constituted within fifteen days from the date when the final result of the vote is known, to 
trace the frontier line on the spot.  
The decisions of the Commission will be taken by a majority of votes and shall be 
binding on the parties concerned.  
 

ARTICLE 112 
 
All the inhabitants of the territory which is returned to Denmark will acquire Danish 
nationality ipso facto, and will lose their German nationality.  
Persons, however, who had become habitually resident in this territory after October 1, 
1918, will not be able to acquire Danish nationality without permission from the Danish 
Government.  

 
ARTICLE 113 

 
Within two years from the date on which the sovereignty over the whole or part of the 
territory of Schleswig subjected to the plebiscite is restored to Denmark:  
Any person over 18 years of age, born in the territory restored to Denmark not habitually 
resident in this region, and possessing German nationality, will be entitled to opt for 
Denmark;  
Any person over 18 years of age habitually resident in the territory restored to Denmark 
will be entitled to opt for Germany.  
Option by a husband will cover his wife and option by parents will cover their children 
less than 18 years of age.  
Persons who have exercised the above right to opt must within the ensuing twelve months 
transfer their place of residence to the State in favour of which they have opted.  
They will be entitled to retain the immovable property which they own in the territory of 
the other State in which they were habitually resident before opting. They may carry with 
them their movable property of every description. No export or import duties may be 
imposed upon them in connection with the removal of such property.  
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ARTICLE 114 
 
The proportion and nature of the financial or other obligations of Germany and Prussia 
which are to be assumed by Denmark w ill be fixed in accordance with Article 254 of Part 
IX (Financial Clauses) of the present Treaty.  
Further stipulations will determine any other questions arising out of the transfer to 
Denmark of the whole or part of the territory of which she was deprived by the Treaty of 
October 30, 1864.  
 

SECTION XIII 
HELIGOLAND 

 
ARTICLE 115 

 
The fortifications, military establishments, and harbours, of the Islands of Heligoland and 
Dune shall be destroyed under the supervision of the Principal Allied Governments by 
German labour and at the expense of Germany within a period to be determined by the 
said Governments.  
(...) 
 

SECTION XIV 
RUSSIA AND RUSSIAN STATES 

 
ARTICLE 116 

 
Germany acknowledges and agrees to respect as permanent and inalienable the 
independence of all the territories which were part of the former Russian Empire on 
August 1, 1914.  
In accordance with the provisions of Article 259 of Part IX (Financial Clauses) and 
Article 292 of Part X (Economic Clauses) Germany accepts definitely the abrogation of 
the Brest-Litovsk Treaties and of all other treaties, conventions, and agreements entered 
into by her with the Maximalist Government in Russia.  
The Allied and Associated Powers formally reserve the rights of Russia to obtain from 
Germany restitution and reparation based on the principles of the present Treaty.  
 

ARTICLE 117 
 
Germany undertakes to recognise the full force of all treaties or agreements which may 
be entered into by the Allied and Associated Powers with States now existing or coming 
into existence in future in the whole or part of the former Empire of Russia as it existed 
on August 1, 1914, and to recognise the frontiers of any such States as determined 
therein.  
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MANDATES IN AFRICA  
 

 
PART IV  

GERMAN RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OUTSIDE GERMANY 
 

ARTICLE 118 
 
In territory outside her European frontiers as fixed by the present Treaty, Germany 
renounces all rights, titles and privileges whatever in or over territory which belonged to 
her or to her allies, and all rights, titles and privileges whatever their origin which she 
held as against the Allied and Associated Powers.  
Germany hereby undertakes to recognise and to conform to the measures which may be 
taken now or in the future by the Principal Allied and Associated Powers, in agreement 
where necessary with third Powers, in order to carry the above stipulation into effect.  
In particular Germany declares her acceptance of the following Articles relating to certain 
special subjects.  
 

SECTION I 
GERMAN COLONIES 

 
ARTICLE 119 

 
Germany renounces in favour of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers all her rights 
and titles over her oversea possessions.  
(...) 
 

ARTICLE 152 
 
Germany consents, in so far as she is concerned, to the transfer to His Britannic 
Majesty’s Government of the powers conferred on His Imperial Majesty the Sultan by the 
Convention signed at Constantinople on October 29, 1888, relating to the free navigation 
of the Suez Canal.  
She renounces all participation in the Sanitary, Maritime, and Quarantine Board of Egypt 
and consents, in so far as she is concerned, to the transfer to the Egyptian Authorities of 
the powers of that Board.  
(...) 
 

SECTION VII  
TURKEY AND BULGARIA 

 
ARTICLE 155 

 
Germany undertakes to recognise and accept all arrangements which the Allied and 
Associated Powers may make with Turkey and Bulgaria with reference to any rights, 
interests and privileges whatever which might be claimed by Germany or her nationals in 
Turkey and Bulgaria and which are not dealt with in the provisions of the present Treaty.  
(...) 
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PART V 
MILITARY, NAVAL AND AIR CLAUSES 

 
In order to render possible the initiation of a general limitation of the armaments of all 
nations, Germany undertakes strictly to observe the military, naval and air clauses which 
follow.  

 
SECTION I 

MILITARY CLAUSES 
 

CHAPTER I 
EFFECTIVES AND CADRES OF THE GERMAN ARMY 

 
ARTICLE 159 

 
The German military forces shall be demobilised and reduced as prescribed hereinafter.  
 

ARTICLE 160 
 
(1) By a date which must not be later than March 31, 1920, the German Army must not 
comprise more than seven divisions of infantry and three divisions of cavalry.  
After that date the total number of effectives in the Army of the States constituting 
Germany must not exceed one hundred thousand men, including officers and 
establishments of depots. The Army shall be devoted exclusively to the maintenance of 
order within the territory and to the control of the frontiers.  
The total effective strength of officers, including the personnel of staffs, whatever their 
composition, must not exceed four thousand.  
(...) 
 

CHAPTER II 
ARMAMENT, MUNITIONS AND MATERIAL 

 
ARTICLE 164 

 
Up till the time at which Germany is admitted as a member of the League of Nations the 
German Army must not possess an armament greater than the amounts fixed in Table No. 
II annexed to this Section, with the exception of an optional increase not exceeding one-
twentyfifth part for small arms and one -fiftieth part for guns, which shall be exclusively 
used to provide for such eventual replacements as may be necessary.  
Germany agrees that after she has become a member of the League of Nations the 
armaments fixed in the said Table shall remain in force until they are modified by the 
Council of the League. Furthermore she hereby agrees strictly to observe the decisions of 
the Council of the League on this subject.  
 

ARTICLE 165 
 
The maximum number of guns, machine guns, trench-mortars, rifles and the amount of 
ammunition and equipment which Germany is allowed to maintain during the period 
between the coming into force of the present Treaty and the date of March 31, 1920, 
referred to in Article 160, shall bear the same proportion to the amount authorized in 
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Table No. III annexed to this Section as the strength of the German Army as reduced 
from time to time in accordance with Article 163 bears to the strength permitted under 
Article 160.  
 

ARTICLE 166  
 
At the date of March 31, 1920, the stock of munitions which the German Army may have 
at its disposal shall not exceed the amounts fixed in Table No. III annexed to this Section.  
Within the same period the German Government will store these stocks at points to be 
notified to the Governments of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers. The German 
Government is forbidden to establish any other stocks, depots or reserves of munitions.  
 

ARTICLE 167 
 
The number and calibre of the guns constituting at the date of the coming into force of 
the present Treaty the armament of the fortified works, fortresses, and any land or coast 
forts which Germany is allowed to retain must be notified immediately by the German 
Government to the Governments of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers, and will 
constitute maximum amounts which may not be exceeded.  
Within two months from the coming into force of the present Treaty, the maximum stock 
of ammunition for these guns will be reduced to, and maintained at, the following 
uniform rates:?  fifteen hundred rounds per piece for those the calibre of which is 10.5 
cm. and under: five hundred rounds per piece for those of higher calibre.  
 

ARTICLE 168 
 
The manufacture of arms, munitions, or any war material, shall only be carried out in 
factories or works the location of which shall be communicated to and approved by the 
Governments of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers, and the number of which 
they retain the right to restrict.  
Within three months from the coming into force of the present Treaty, all other 
establishments for the manufacture, preparation, storage or design of arms, munitions, or 
any war material whatever shall be closed down. The same applies to all arsenals except 
those used as depots for the authorised stocks of munitions. Within the same period the 
personnel of these arsenals will be dismissed.  
 

ARTICLE 169 
 
Within two months from the coming into force of the present Treaty German arms, 
munitions and war material, including anti-aircraft material, existing in Germany in 
excess of the quantities allowed, must be surrendered to the Governments of the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers to be destroyed or rendered useless. This will also apply to 
any special plant intended for the manufacture of military material, except such as may 
be recognised as necessary for equipping the authorised strength of the German army.  
The surrender in question will be effected at such points in German territory as may be 
selected by the said Governments.  
Within the same period arms, munitions and war material, including anti-aircraft 
material, of origin other than German, in whatever state they may be, will be delivered to 
the said Governments, who will decide as to their disposal.  
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Arms and munitions which on account of the successive reductions in the strength of the 
German army become in excess of the amounts authorised by Tables II and III annexed 
to this Section must be handed over in the manner laid down above within such periods 
as may be decided by the Conferences referred to in Article 163.  
 

ARTICLE 170 
 
Importation into Germany of arms, munitions and war material of every kind shall be 
strictly prohibited.  
The same applies to the manufacture for, and export to, foreign countries of arms, 
munitions and war material of every kind.  
 

ARTICLE 171 
 
The use of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases and all analogous liquids, materials or 
devices being prohibited, their manufacture and importation are strictly forbidden in 
Germany.  
The same applies to materials specially intended for the manufacture, storage and use of 
the said products or devices.  
The manufacture and the importation into Germany of armoured cars, tanks and all 
similar constructions suitable for use in war are also prohibited.  
 

ARTICLE 172 
 
Within a period of three months from the coming into force of the present Treaty, the 
German Government will disclose to the Governments of the Principal Allied and 
Associated Powers the nature and mode of manufacture of all explosives, toxic 
substances or other like chemical preparations used by them in the war or prepared by 
them for the purpose of being so used.  
 
 

CHAPTER III  
RECRUITING AND MILITARY TRAINING  

 
ARTICLE 173 

 
Universal compulsory military service shall be abolished in Germany.  
The German Army may only be constituted and recruited by means of voluntary 
enlistment.  
(...) 
 

ARTICLE l78 
 
All measures of mobilisation or appertaining to mobilisation are forbidden.  
In no case must formations, administrative services or General Staffs include 
supplementary cadres.  
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ARTICLE 179 
 
Germany agrees, from the coming into force of the present Treaty, not to accredit nor to 
send to any foreign country any military, naval or air mission, nor to allow any such 
mission to leave her territory, and Germany further agrees to take appropriate measures to 
prevent German nationals from leaving her territory to become enrolled in the Army, 
Navy or Air service of any foreign Power, or to be attached to such Army, Navy or Air 
service for the purpose of assisting in the military, naval or air training thereof, or 
otherwise for the purpose of giving military, naval or air instruction in any foreign 
country.  
The Allied and Associated Powers agree, so far as they are concerned, from the coming 
into force of the present Treaty, not to enroll in no r to attach to their armies or naval or air 
forces any German national for the purpose of assisting in the military training of such 
armies or naval or air forces, or otherwise to employ any such German national as 
military, naval or aeronautic instructor.  
The present provision does not, however, affect the right of France to recruit for the 
Foreign Legion in accordance with French military laws and regulations.  
(...) 
 

SECTION II 
NAVAL CLAUSES  

 
ARTICLE 181 

 
After the expiration of a period of two months from the coming into force of the present 
Treaty the German naval forces in commission must not exceed:  

- 6 battleships of the Deutschland or Lothringen type, 6 light cruisers, 12 destroyers, 
12 torpedo boats,  
- or an equal number of ships constructed to replace them as provided in Article l90.  

No submarines are to be included.  
All other warships, except where there is provision to the contrary in the present Treaty, 
must be placed in reserve or devoted to commercial purposes.  
(...) 
 

ARTICLE 190 
 
Germany is forbidden to construct or acquire any warships other than those intended to 
replace the units in commission provided for in Article l81 of the present Treaty  
The warships intended for replacement purposes as above shall not exceed the following 
displacement:  

Armoured ships 10,000 tons  
Light cruisers 6,000 tons  
Destroyers 800 tons  
Torpedo boats 200 tons  

Except where a ship has been lost, units of the different classes shall only be replaced at 
the end of a period of twenty years in the case of battleships and cruisers, and fifteen 
years in the case of destroyers and torpedo boats, counting from the launching of the ship.  
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ARTICLE 191 
 
The construction or acquisition of any submarine, even for commercial purposes, shall be 
forbidden in Germany.  
(...) 
 

SECTION III 
AIR CLAUSES 

 
ARTICLE 198 

 
The armed forces of Germany must not include any military or naval air forces.  
Germany may, during a period not extending beyond October 1, 1919, maintain a 
maximum number of one hundred seaplanes or flying boats, which shall be exclusively 
employed in searching for submarine mines, shall be furnished with the necessary 
equipment for this purpose, and shall in no case carry arms, munitions or bombs of any 
nature whatever.  
In addition to the engines installed in the seaplanes or flying boats above mentioned, one 
spare engine may be provided for each engine of each of these craft.  
No dirigible shall be kept.  
 

ARTICLE 199 
 
Within two months from the coming into force of the present Treaty the personnel of air 
forces on the rolls of the German land and sea forces shall be demobilised. Up to October 
1, 1919, however, Germany may keep and maintain a total number of one thousand men, 
including officers, for the whole of the cadres and personnel, flying and non- flying, of all 
formations and establishments.  
(...) 
 
 

SECTION IV 
INTER-ALLIED COMMISSIONS OF CONTROL 

 
ARTICLE 203 

 
All the military, naval and air clauses contained in the present Treaty, for the execution of 
which a time- limit is prescribed, shall be executed by Germany under the control of Inter-
Allied Commissions specially appointed for this purpose by the Principal Allied and 
Associated Powers.  
(...) 
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PART VII 
PENALTIES 

 
ARTICLE 227 

 
The Allied and Associated Powers publicly arraign William II of Hohenzollern, formerly 
German Emperor, for a supreme offence against international morality and the sanctity of 
treaties.  
A special tribunal will be constituted to try the accused, thereby assuring him the 
guarantees essential to the right of defence. It will be compo sed of five judges, one 
appointed by each of the following Powers: namely, the United States of America, Great 
Britain, France, Italy and Japan.  
In its decision the tribunal will be guided by the highest motives of international policy, 
with a view to vindicating the solemn obligations of international undertakings and the 
validity of international morality. It will be its duty to fix the punishment which it 
considers should be imposed.  
The Allied and Associated Powers will address a request to the Government of the 
Netherlands for the surrender to them of the ex- Emperor in order that he may be put on 
trial.  
 

ARTICLE 228 
 
The German Government recognises the right of the Allied and Associated Powers to 
bring before military tribunals persons accused of having committed acts in violation of 
the laws and customs of war. Such persons shall, if found guilty, be sentenced to 
punishments laid down by law. This provision will apply notwithstanding any 
proceedings or prosecution before a tribunal in Germany or in the territory of her allies.  
The German Government shall hand over to the Allied and Associated Powers, or to such 
one of them as shall so request, all persons accused of having committed an act in 
violation of the laws and customs of war, who are specified either by name or by the 
rank, office or employment which they held under the German authorities.  
 

ARTICLE 229 
 
Persons guilty of criminal acts against the nationals of one of the Allied and Associated 
Powers will be brought before the military tribunals of that Power.  
Persons guilty of criminal acts against the nationals of more than one of the Allied and 
Associated Powers will be brought before military tribunals composed of members of the 
military tribunals of the Powers concerned.  
In every case the accused will be entitled to name his own counsel.  

 
ARTICLE 230 

 
The German Government undertakes to furnish all documents and information of every 
kind, the production of which may be considered necessary to ensure the full knowledge 
of the incriminating acts, the discovery of offenders and the just appreciation of 
responsibility.  
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PART VIII 
REPARATION 

 
SECTION l 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

ARTICLE 231 
 
The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility 
of Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and 
Associated Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a consequence of the 
war imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany and her allies.  
 

ARTICLE 232 
 
The Allied and Associated Governments recognise that the resources of Germany are not 
adequate, after taking into account permanent diminutions of such resources which will 
result from other provisions of the present Treaty, to make complete reparation for all 
such loss and damage.  
The Allied and Associated Governments, however, require, and Germany undertakes, 
that she will make compensation for all damage done to the civilian population of the 
Allied and Associated Powers and to their property during the period of the belligerency 
of each as an Allied or Associated Power against Germany by such aggression by land, 
by sea and from the air, and in general all damage as defined in Annex l hereto.  
In accordance with Germany’s pledges, already given, as to complete restoration for 
Belgium, Germany undertakes, in addition to the compensation for damage elsewhere in 
this Part provided for, as a consequence of the violation of the Treaty of 1839, to make 
reimbursement of all sums which Belgium has borrowed from the Allied and Associated 
Governments up to November 11, 1918, together with interest at the rate of five per cent 
(5%) per annum on such sums. This amount shall be determined by the Reparation 
Commission, and the German Government undertakes thereupon forthwith to make a 
special issue of bearer bonds to an equivalent amount payable in marks gold, on May 1, 
1926, or, at the option of the German Government, on the 1st of May in any year up to 
1926. Subject to the foregoing, the form of such bonds shall be determined by the 
Reparation Commission. Such bonds shall be handed over to the Reparation 
Commission, which has authority to take and acknowledge receipt thereof on behalf of 
Belgium.  
 

ARTICLE 233 
 
The amount of the above damage for which compensation is to be made by Germany 
shall be determined by an Inter-Allied Commission, to be called the Reparation 
Commission and constituted in the form and with the powers set forth hereunder and in 
Annexes II to VII inclusive hereto.  
This Commission shall consider the claims and give to the German Government a just 
opportunity to be heard.  
The findings of the Commission as to the amount of damage defined as above shall be 
concluded and notified to the German Government on or before May 1, 1921, as 
representing the extent of that Government’s obligations. 
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The Commission shall concurrently draw up a schedule of payments prescribing the time 
and manner for securing and discharging the entire obligation within a period of thirty 
years from May 1, 1921. If, however, within the period mentioned, Germany fails to 
discharge her obligations, any balance remaining unpaid may, within the discretion of the 
Commission, be postponed for settlement in subsequent years, or may be handled 
otherwise in such manner as the Allied and Associated Governments, acting in 
accordance with the procedure laid down in this Part of the present Treaty, shall 
determine.  
(...) 
 

PART IX 
FINANCIAL CLAUSES 

 
ARTICLE 248 

 
Subject to such exceptions as the Reparation Commission may approve, a first charge 
upon all the assets and revenues of the German Empire and its constituent States shall be 
the cost of reparation and all other costs arising under the present Treaty or any treaties or 
agreements supplementary thereto or under arrangements concluded between Germany 
and the Allied and Associated Powers during the Armistice or its extensions.  
Up to May 1, 1921, the German Government shall not export or dispose of, and shall 
forbid the export or disposal of, gold without the previous approval of the Allied and 
Associated Powers acting through the Reparation Commission.  
 

ARTICLE 249 
 
There shall be paid by the German Government the total cost of all armies of the Allied 
and Associated Governments in occupied German territory from the date of the signature 
of the Armistice of November 11, 1918, including the keep of men and beasts, lodging 
and billeting, pay and allowances, salaries and wages, bedding, heating, lighting, 
clothing, equipment, harness and saddlery, armament and rolling-stock, air services, 
treatment of sick and wounded, veterinary and remount services, transport service of all 
sorts (such as by rail, sea or river, motor lorries), communications and correspondence, 
and in general the cost of all administrative or technical services the working of which is 
necessary for the training of troops and for keeping their numbers up to strength and 
preserving their military efficiency.  
The cost of such liabilities under the above heads so far as they relate to purchases or 
requisitions by the Allied and Associated Governments in the occupied territories shall be 
paid by the German Government to the Allied and Associated Governments in marks at 
the current or agreed rate of exchange. All other of the above costs shall be paid in gold 
marks.  
(...) 
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PART XIV 
GUARANTEES 

 
SECTION I 

WESTERN EUROPE 
 

ARTICLE 428 
 
As a guarantee for the execution of the present Treaty by Germany, the German territory 
situated to the west of the Rhine, together with the bridgeheads, will be occupied by 
Allied and Associated troops for a period of fifteen years from the coming into force of 
the present Treaty.  
 

ARTICLE 429 
 
If the conditions of the present Treaty are faithfully carried out by Germany, the 
occupation referred to in Article 428 will be successively restricted as follows:  

(1) At the expiration of five years there will be evacuated: the bridgehead of Cologne 
and the territories north of a line running along the Ruhr, then along the railway Julich, 
Duren, Euskirchen, Rheinbach, thence along the road Rheinbach to Sinzig, and 
reaching the Rhine at the confluence with the Ahr; the roads, railways and places 
mentioned above being excluded from the area evacuated.  
(2) At the expiration of ten years there will be evacuated: the bridgehead of Coblenz 
and the territories north of a line to be drawn from the intersection between the 
frontiers of Belgium, Germany and Holland, running about from 4 kilometres south of 
Aix- la-Chapelle, then to and following the crest of Forst Gemund, then east of the 
railway of the Urft valley, then along Blankenheim, Valdorf, Dreis, Ulmen to and 
following the Moselle from Bremm to Nehren, then passing by Kappel and Simmern, 
then following the ridge of the heights between Simmern and the Rhine and reaching 
this river at Bacharach; all the places valleys, roads and railways mentioned above 
being excluded from the area evacuated.  
(3) At the expiration of fifteen years there will be evacuated: the bridgehead of Mainz, 
the bridgehead of Kehl and the remainder of the German territory under occupation.  

If at that date the guarantees aga inst unprovoked aggression by Germany are not 
considered sufficient by the Allied and Associated Governments, the evacuation of the 
occupying troops may be delayed to the extent regarded as necessary for the purpose of 
obtaining the required guarantees.  
 

ARTICLE 430 
 
In case either during the occupation or after the expiration of the fifteen years referred to 
above the Reparation Commission finds that Germany refuses to observe the whole or 
part of her obligations under the present Treaty with regard to reparation, the whole or 
part of the areas specified in Article 429 will be reoccupied immediately by the Allied 
and Associated forces.  
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ARTICLE 431 
 
If before the expiration of the period of fifteen years Germany complies with all the 
undertakings resulting from the present Treaty, the occupying forces will be withdrawn 
immediately.  
 

ARTICLE 432 
 
All matters relating to the occupation and not provided for by the present Treaty shall be 
regulated by subsequent agreements, which Germany hereby undertakes to observe.  
 

SECTION II 
EASTERN EUROPE 

 
ARTICLE 433 

 
As a guarantee for the execution of the provisions of the present Treaty, by which 
Germany accepts definitely the abrogation of the Brest-Litovsk Treaty, and of all treaties, 
conventions and agreements entered into by her with the Maximalist Government in 
Russia, and in order to ensure the restoration of peace and good government in the Baltic 
Provinces and Lithuania, all German troops at present in the said territories shall return to 
within the frontiers of Germany as soon as the Governments of the Principal Allied and 
Associated Powers shall think the moment suitable, having regard to the internal situation 
of these territories.  
These troops shall abstain from all requisitions and seizures and from any other coercive 
measures, with a view to obtaining supplies intended for Germany, and shall in no way 
interfere with such measures for national defence as may be adopted by the Provisional 
Governments of Esthonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.  
No other German troops shall, pending the evacuation or after the evacuation is complete, 
be admitted to the said territories.  
 

PART XV 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

 
ARTICLE 434 

 
Germany undertakes to recognise the full force of the Treaties of Peace and Additional 
Conventions which may be concluded by the Allied and Associated Powers with the 
Powers who fought on the side of Germany and to recognise whatever dispositions nay 
be made concerning the territories of the former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, of the 
Kingdom of Bulgaria and of the Ottoman Empire, and to recognise the new States within 
their frontiers as there laid down.  
 
 
 


