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M C. 48/ 1( FI NAL)
9 Decenber 1955

NORTH ATLANTIC M LI TARY COW TTEE
DECISION ONMC. 48/ 1
A report by the Mlitary Committee

on

THE MOST EFFECTI VE PATTERN OF NATO M LI TARY STRENGTH
FOR THE NEXT FEW YEARS - REPORT No. 2

(Note by the Secretary)

1. At its 104th Meeting on 14 Novenber 1955 the Mlitary
Representatives Committee, acting on behalf of the North Atlantic
Mlitary Committee, amended and approved M C. 48/1 for transm ssion to
the North Atlantic Council.

2. The Belgian, Italian and Norwegian Mlitary Representatives
reserved their positions pending the receipt of further guidance from
their national authorities.

3. Subsequently at its 12th Session on 9 Decenber 1955 the
Mlitary Comrmittee approved M C. 48/1, subject to one anendment.

4. Hol ders of MC 48/1 are requested to replace the Decision
Sheet issued on 14 Novenber 1955 by this Decision Sheet, and to
repl ace pages 10, 12 and 14 with the attached pages 10, 12 and 14.
The renoved pages shoul d be destroyed by burning or reducing to pulp.

5. Thi s deci sion now becones a part of and shall be attached as
the top sheet of MC. 48/1.

FOR THE M LI TARY COWMM TTEE:
EUGENE A. SALET

Col onel, U.S. Arny
Secretary, SGN
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M C. 48/1 (FINAL)
14 Novenber 1955

NORTH ATLANTIC M LI TARY COW TTEE
DECISION ON M C. 48/1

A report by the Mlitary Committee
on

THE MOST EFFECTI VE PATTERN OF NATO M LI TARY STRENGTH
FOR THE NEXT FEW YEARS - REPORT No. 2

(Note by the Secretary)

1. At its 104th Meeting on 14 Novenber 1955 the Mlitary
Representatives Committee, acting on behalf of the North Atlantic
Mlitary Committee, amended and approved M C. 48/1 for transm ssion to
the North Atlantic Council.

2. The Belgian, Italian and Norwegian MIlitary Representatives
reserved their positions pending the receipt of further guidance from
their national authorities.

3. Holders of MC. 48/1 are requested to replace it by the
attached conpl ete docunent and to destroy the original docunent by
bur ni ng.

4. This deci sion now becones a part of and shall be attached as
the top sheet of MC. 48/1.

FOR THE M LI TARY COWMW TTEE:

EUGENE A. SALET
Col onel , USA
Secretary

MC. 48/1
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MC. 48/1
26 Sept enber 1955

REPORT BY THE M LI TARY COWM TTEE
to the
NORTH ATLANTI C COUNCI L
on
THE MOST EFFECTI VE PATTERN OF NATO M LI TARY STRENGTH
FOR THE NEXT FEW YEARS - REPORT NO. 2

References : a. MC 48 (FINAL)
b. CM54)118(Final)

|. THE PROBLEM

1. To subnmit to the North Atlantic Council a second report on the
assessment of “The Most Effective Pattern of NATO Mlitary Strength
for the Next Few Years”.

1. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

2. The Council approved M C. 48 on 17 Decenber 1954, and in its
Resol ution on the 1955 Annual Review invited the Mlitary Conmittee:

a. To continue to examine, in conformty with the agreed
strategic concept and within the resources which it is
antici pated may be nmade avail able, the nost effective pattern
of military strength for the next few years required to deter
aggression and to defend the NATO area, taking account of
devel opnments in military technol ogy and of Sovi et
capabilities in order to provide general guidance for NATO
def ense pl anni ng.

b. To subnit to the Council, as soon as possible, the
concl usi ons of the current Air Defense Study.

C. To furnish further guidance in the course of the 1955 Annua
Review and, in particular, to indicate to nenber governnents,
as early as possible, how the reassessnent in MC. 48 of the
pattern of military strength should affect national defense
progr ans.

DISTRI_A B, _C D E(1)(10), F, K1)
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3. The results of our continuing capabilities and other special
studi es and of avail able 1955 estimtes of Soviet bloc capabilities
forma sound basis for the Mlitary Commttee to reaffirmto the
Council the validity of the broad concept and conclusions of MC 48.
It nust be recalled that the strategy and force patterns described in
M C. 48 were based on guidance given by the North Atlantic Council
MC. 48 was, in itself, inconplete and required a further report in
the shape of M C. 48/1, again based on the sane gui dance. This
gui dance led to certain assunptions, including the force goals
proposed by Nations for 1956 and endorsed by the Council in the 1953
and 1954 Annual Reviews. The Mlitary Conmittee desires to point out
that since the adoption of MC 48 there will be a delay in effective
i npl enentation of a forward strategy of possibly as nuch as two years
beyond m d- 1957.

[11. SCOPE OF THE PRAJECT

4. The scope of this report is as foll ows:

To advi se the Council of the status of NATO military planning and
preparations under the new concept, to nake sone additiona
recomendati ons on the NATO Force Pattern to supplement material now
in MC. 48, and to single out those problens in which priority effort
is required in the future.

V. PREFACE TO THE REPORT

5. The Council’s action on M C. 48 had several principa
i mplications of far-reaching inpact, nanely:

a. The inplenmentation of a forward strategy as one of the chief
goal s of the Alliance.

b. The approval in principle of certain neasures as being those
nost necessary to adapt our NATOnmilitary forces for a future
maj or war.

C. The necessity for a general transition of NATO civil and

nmlitary planning to the new concept.

d. The delineation of new, conplex and very chall engi ng probl ens
for future consideration.

MC 48/1
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6. This report will be presented under the follow ng principa
headi ngs:

a. Ability to Inplenent the Forward Strategy.

b. The Air Defense of Europe.

C. Factors Affecting Operations in the Subsequent Phase.*
d. The NATO Naval Force Pattern

e. Logi stic Support.

There are additional problens which were not presented in MC. 48
and which are of sufficient inportance to be brought to the attention
of the Council in this report, such as civil defense, as it affects
mlitary operations, and maritine shipping probl ens.

7. It is inpossible as yet to define fully the future pattern for
the forces which we will require. The devel opnent of this pattern
nust be an evol utionary process based on continuing studies,
experiments, and operational tests. However, advice and specific
reconmendati ons are nmade in SACEUR s annual assessnent of the conbat
ef fecti veness of forces assigned or earmarked for Allied Conmmand
Europe. Sinmilar guidance is given the Nations by the NATOMlitary
Aut horities during the course of the Annual Review. This advice is
for the specific purpose of assisting and guiding Nations in
formulating long terminprovenents of their forces to ensure NATO of
t he best possible defense within the forces and resources nade
avail abl e. Further consideration is being given to the possibility of
expandi ng these nethods of presenting advice on the various nilitary
pr obl ens.

V. PRI NCI PAL PROBLEMS

A. ABILITY TO | MPLEMENT THE FORWARD STRATEGY

8. Date for Inplenenting the Strategy. The SACEUR and Channe
Conmittee Capabilities Studies for the year 1957 have been nade
contingent on inplenmentation of a forward strategy in Allied Comand

* See paragraph 18 bel ow

MC 48/1
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Europe by mid-1957. It now appears that due to circunstances the
effective inplenentation of the forward strategy will be del ayed for
possi bly as nuch as two years. The Mlitary Conmittee reiterates that
the evolutionary inplenentation of the various el enents of the new
concept will be progressively applied. But the forward strategy wl|l
not be effective until the German contribution becones avail abl e and
the m ni mum nmeasures outlined in the Enclosure to MC. 48 are put into
effect.

9. Atomic Capability. 1In approving MC. 48 the Council gave

authority for the NATO Suprene Conmanders “to plan and neke
preparations on the assunption that atonic and thernonucl ear weapons
will be used in defense fromthe outset.” This authorization was a
maj or step forward and nade it possible to devel op and coordinate
Atomic Strike Plans which will enable the NATO forces to nove
progressively toward the state of readi ness envisaged in MC. 48. The
Suprenme Conmanders in their 1956 Energency Defense Plans are noving
toward the concept of a forward strategy on land and at sea as the
forces and resources avail able to them make this possible.

10. Early Warning. The MIlitary Commttee again stresses the

extreme inportance of the factor of surprise in future war. Systens
in operation designed to ensure early warning of attack are therefore
essential. In particular the Mlitary Committee considers that first
priority must be placed on the fulfilnment of the requirenments which
wi |l ensure the nanning and operation at all tines of the NATO Early
Warni ng Radar System The inprovenent and expansi on of our radar
cover is mandatory.

11. The Alert System NATO Commanders’ actions in the event of an

Alert will be adversely affected until ratification of the Alert

Measures by Nations. Only five Nations have officially ratified
SACEUR s neasures. Even |ess progress has been nmade toward conpl etion
of negotiations on neasures required by other commanders. SACLANT has
poi nted out that, whereas certain Allied Nations have

MC 48/1
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firm obligations concerning the presence and availability of ground
and air forces, the sane situation does not obtain in respect of nava
forces. He recomrends the assignnent of earmarked forces to his
operational command upon the declaration of any Alert. The Mlitary
Conmittee points out that the decision to assign forces nmust rest with
Governnents but, recognizing the desirability of this action, urges
Nati ons concerned to nmake arrangenments wi th Maj or NATO Conmmander s
regardi ng the assignnent of D Day earnarked naval forces in order that
t hese Commanders may exerci se effective operational command

i medi at el y upon the outbreak of hostilities.

12. Readiness. The risk of surprise attack nmakes a strong case for
the mai ntenance at a high degree of readiness of our |and, sea and air
forces and of those civil defense organi zati ons necessary to contend
with an assault on national territories. Nations nust maintain the
hi ghest degree of readi ness comensurate with national capabilities,
recogni zi ng that the higher the degree of readi ness achi eved, the
greater will be NATO s deterrent.

13. Forces-in-Being. The Mlitary Conmittee has noted that the

Sovi ets have announced their intention to nake a significant
reduction in the strength of their arned forces. Even if this

announced reduction is nmade effective, Soviet forces, from m d-1957

onwards, will still be nunerically superior over-all to NATO forces
and it is expected that the Soviets will continue to inprove the
capability of their forces-in-being for atomc war. It is the

conviction of the Mlitary Conmttee that the strength of NATQ

whi ch has consi derably increased since its foundati on, has served as
a najor deterrent to USSR ai ms and has contributed significantly to
t he apparent change in tactics of Soviet foreign policy. NATO
shoul d continue to develop its strength. Therefore, it is stil

vital that the Force Goals for forces assigned or earmarked for NATO
not be reduced bel ow the general order of nmgnitude* of the 1956

pl anned goal s established in the 1953 Annual Review. The delay in

* The term “the general order of nmagnitude” inplies sufficient latitude in the
adj ustment of force goals should the conposition of forces require such changes in
light of evolutionary devel opnents provi ded these forces retain an equival ent
fighting val ue.
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obt ai ning the Gernan contribution and the announced intention of sone
Nations to reduce their forces below the agreed goals, coupled with
tenporary redepl oynents of other D-day forces, have created a serious
deficiency which will jeopardize NATOs mlitary position and del ay

i npl enentation of a forward strategy.

14. Measures to Enabl e NATO Forces to Survive Soviet Atom c Attack

Experiments are being conducted this year on the best formof |and
force organi zation and tactical disposition for |and warfare.
Recommendati ons for solutions to the problem of dispersing and

i mproving the defense posture of air units will continue to be nade as
rapidly as the study is processed.

B. THE Al R DEFENSE OF EUROPE

15. The Mlitary Conmittee is greatly concerned over the sl ow
progress bei ng nade in devel opi ng a sound system of Air Defense of
Europe. The problemis conplicated by many technical and political
factors. Some of these difficulties should be overcone by neans of
the SHAPE Directorate on Air Defense and the Air Defense Technica
Center at The Hague, both of which were established by SACEUR during
the past year to study the problem of Air Defense.

16. The first task has been to review the existent structure for
command and control of Air Defense efforts and devel opnent of a basis
for effective coordination. The MIlitary Cormittee has submitted its
recomendations in this connection (MC. 54) to the Council. It is
too early to forecast when the renaining SHAPE Studies will be
conpleted or to define their influence on the pattern of NATOnmlitary
strengt h.

17. 1t is expected that approval of MC. 54 will assist in the
devel opnent of the Air Defense capability on an evol utionary basis,
within existing command structures and with a nmininmum|l oss of nationa
prerogatives in the control of their resources.

MC 48/1
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C. FACTORS AFFECTI NG OPERATI ONS I N THE SUBSEQUENT PHASE

18. Background. The use of the terns “initital phase” and
“subsequent phase” of a future war involving NATO were introduced in
M C. 48 as foll ows:

“Shoul d war occur, it will nmost likely consist of two phases:

- arelatively short initial phase of intensive atonic exchange.
- a subsequent phase invol ving operations of indeterm nable
I ength and | esser intensity.

The ultimate victory, however, would probably have been determ ned
by the outcome of the initial phase.”

19. The initial phase has been visualized by the Mlitary
Conmittee as being of approximately thirty days or less. The duration
and outcone of the subsequent phase will depend on the relative
advant age achieved in the initial phase and NATO s ability to supply
and re-enforce our forces. The relative advantage achieved will be
condi tioned not only by the success of our nmilitary operations but
al so by the capacity of Nations to absorb and survive the initia
atom c onsl aught.

20. Since there is no practical experience or precedent for
hostilities of such violence, the Mlitary Cormttee considers that a
definite assessnent of the probable conditions under which the
subsequent phase will be fought would be nost difficult to acconplish.

21. Mlitary Considerations. Qur mlitary studies and pl ans,

however, take account of the follow ng:

a. The possibility of the capitulation by a loser in an initial
i ntensive atonic exchange. Despite this possibility, it is
probabl e that operations would continue and, therefore, our
forces, land, sea and air, nust be prepared to conduct

subsequent operations of a nuch longer duration. It is expected

MC 48/1

NATO Strategy Documents 1949 - 1969 261



NATO Strategy Documents 1949 - 1969

that air atom c operations would be considerably reduced in
intensity after the initial phase, but other operations m ght
reach their greatest intensity in the subsequent phase.

b. The inportance of the survival and di spersal neasures which
are currently under exam nation by the NATO Mlitary

Aut horiti es.

22. overnnental Considerations. In addition to the problens

confronting the Mlitary Conmittee, there is a need for Nations to
devel op effective nmeasures to ensure their ability to prosecute the
war. The first intensive atonic operations may create a situation

whi ch m ght challenge for a tine the capacity of governnents to
performtheir functions effectively. The disruption and

di sorgani zati on of comuni cations, transportation, nedical services,
wat er and food supplies in countries or regions singled out for attack
m ght tenporarily endanger civilian norale and threaten the capacity
of Nations to sustain and re-enforce their fighting forces.

23. It nmust be recognized that there is a probability that
national reserve mlitary units not earmarked for NATO mi ght be called
upon tenporarily to assist in the resuscitation of stricken areas.

The burden of this responsibility nust rest on national civil defense
organi zati ons which should be established and trai ned in peacetine.
These organi zati ons woul d be required i medi ately upon the out break of
hostilities.

24. In addition, plans for the decentralization of governnent
nmust be nmade in order to maintain direction of the war effort and the

i npetus to prosecute it to a successful concl usion

D. NATO NAVAL FORCE PATTERN

25. Background. MC. 48 advised the Council that the Mlitary
Committee was initiating further studies dealing with NATO naval
problenms. It was stated also that, until these studies were
conpl eted and assessed, it would be necessary for the Mlitary

MC 48/1
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Conmittee to defer final conclusions on the Capabilities Studies
submitted in 1954 by the NATO Naval Conmmanders.

26. Soviet Naval Strategy and Capability. Soviet naval strategy
woul d probably be to conduct offensive operations, particularly with
submarines, against Allied naval forces, ports and merchant shi pping
and to participate in the defense of the USSR The capability of
Sovi et naval forces is diverse and form dable, constituting a serious
threat to NATO. The core of this strength in md-1957 is estimated as
fol |l ows:

a. Thirty-three cruisers and 160 destroyers, suppl enented by
| arge nunbers of naval aircraft, escorts, patrol and m ne
ships. These will have extensive mning capabilities.

b. Approxi mat el y 500 subnmarines, of which about 350 will be
| ong-range or nodern types capabl e of carrying torpedoes or
nm nes, and possibly guided missiles. It is estimted that
the Northern Fleet will have 140 and the Bl ack Sea Fl eet
approxi nately 60 of the latter.

27. NATO Naval Strateqy and Basic Tasks. NATO naval strategy
must be designed to secure our sea comunications fromthe outset of
hostilities by establishing, maintaining and exploiting Allied contro
of the seas. To achieve this, the basic tasks are:

a. To conduct offensive operations in support of Allied strategy
and to further NATO war objectives.

b. To establish a forward defense at sea agai nst the incursion
of Sovi et submarine and surface forces into the NATO area,
particularly fromthe Soviet Arctic, Baltic and Bl ack Sea
bases.

C. To protect and maintain the flow of shipping in the NATO

ar ea.

d. To deny to the eneny sea areas essential to his operations.
e. To support and ensure the re-enforcenment of NATO forces.

f. To counter eneny surface or anphi bious threats.

MC 48/1
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28. NATO Naval Concept of Operations. The nost effective
strategy to control sea areas vital to NATO and to deny the seas to

the Soviets would be to renove at source, through early offensive
operations, the threats to that control. The ability of NATO nava
forces to undertake successfully their subsequent tasks woul d depend
| argely upon the destruction of eneny forces and their bases.

O fensive operations to this end woul d be conducted mainly by the two
Striking Fleets, one earnmarked for SACLANT and the other for SACEUR
SACLANT woul d enploy his striking fleet in attacking Soviet nava
bases and countering any eneny surface or anphibious threat which

m ght develop. SACEUR intends to use this fleet in counter-air
operations, support of the land battle and participation in
interdiction operations.

29. Effort should be devoted to the establishnent of a forward
def ense at sea against the incursion of Soviet submarine and surface
forces into the NATO area, particularly fromthe Soviet Arctic, Baltic
and Bl ack Sea bases. Qher defensive neasures, within capabilities,
must al so be taken to reduce | osses and to ensure the necessary flow
of shipping while the nmajor threats to allied control of the seas are
being elimnated. Plans call for the use of both anti-subnarine
carrier groups and close surface and aerial escorts. This protection
of shi pping woul d be augnented as practicable by |ocal offensive
operations in focal sea areas or other areas of Soviet submarine
concentration.

30. Merchant Shipping Problenms. The Mlitary Conmittee

recogni zes that our present arrangenents for obtaining naval contro

of shipping on the outbreak of war are insufficient to cope with wide-
spread atom c attacks with little or no warning. New agreed nationa
policies and procedures nust be devel oped to remedy this situation and
to ensure dispersion of shipping within or frommjor port areas in
event of energency. It follows that there is a requirenent for the
devel opment of energency berthing and unloading facilities for

mer chant shi ppi ng.
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31. NATO Naval Force Pattern. The pattern of NATO naval forces
must be such as to acconplish the basic tasks described above and to
provi de a naval conponent of NATO forces-in-being which will act as a
deterrent. This calls for effective nodernized naval forces with
characteristics described for forces-in-being in the Enclosure to
M C. 48 and of a general order of nagnitude not |ower than the 1956
pl anned goal s established in the 1953 Annual Review.

32. In order to inprove our maritinme capabilities to ensure NATO
success in war, additional neasures are indicated which should be
devel oped into specific prograns by Supreme Conmanders, the Channe
Conmittee and Nations concerned. They include:

a. An assured capability to deny egress of Soviet naval forces
through the Baltic and Bl ack Sea exits.

b. Assurance of |ogistic support and provision of adequate base
and nobil e support facilities.

C. Devel opnent and installation of inproved detection equi prent
and nodern weapons for escorts.

d. Correction of communicati on deficiencies and provision of
al ternate energency headquarters.

e. Devel opnent of m nor ports, estuaries and di spersed
anchorages suitable for energency berthing and provision of
facilities for unl oadi ng merchant shi pping.

f. The devel opnent of arrangenments by Nations for the assignnment
of earmarked D-day naval forces which will enable Major NATO
Conmanders to exerci se effective operational commuand
i medi ately upon the outbreak of hostilities.

g. Devel opnent of arrangenments by Nations for bringing nerchant
shi pping rapidly under Allied naval control upon the outset

of hostilities.

h. An increase in escorts, nmnesweepers and maritine/ patro
aircraft, especially in the early stages of war.

i Di spersal of post D-day naval forces in peacetine in and from
exposed target areas.
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33. The Mlitary Conmittee will continue to exam ne the optinmm
pattern for NATO naval forces within the resources likely to be
avai l abl e an to ensure that NATO naval forces are kept abreast of new
devel opnent s.

E. LOG STIC SUPPORT

34. Background. In the conditions envisaged in this paper the

| ogi stic support of our forces nust remain based on the principles
which are now clearly established; but it is vital to the efficient
conduct of NATO military operations that each Nation

a. Reach the agreed | evel s of War Reserve stocks*.
b. Provide for the dispersion of its stocks.
C. Provide for the adequate resupply of its forces.

35. WAr Reserve Stocks. Mst of the NATO countries are deficient
in providing stocks for the various categories of their forces in
accordance with agreed stock
levels. In particular, critical deficiencies exist in the war reserve
stocks for D-day forces which, at the present rate of provisioning,
will not be remedi ed during the period under discussion. Although
resupply action would be initiated upon the outbreak of hostilities,
it is vital that all countries attain at the earliest possible date
the agreed | evel of reserves, which is the mnimum acceptable, in
order that our D-day forces could continue to fight until resupply can
be establ i shed.

36. Redistribution and Dispersion of Stocks. Since the lines of
conmuni cation to support a forward strategy will be subject to serious
atom c attack, consideration is being given to reorganization of
| ogi stic support required by forward units. Ability to wthstand
initial atonmic attack and subsequent regrouping requires considerable
i nherent nmobility of units and reliance on readily available logistic
reserves. Thus, sone redistribution of |ogistic reserves as between

* As set forth in MC. 55(Final)
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266 NATO Strategy Documents 1949 - 1969



NATO Strategy Documents 1949 - 1969

forward and rear areas becones essential. Provision nust also be nade
for dispersal of reserve stocks prinmarily to avoid concentration of
any itemin one area, thereby reducing its vulnerability.

37. Resupply. As noted above, action to initiate resupply would
conmence i mredi ately upon the outbreak of hostilities. Since great
difficulties will be encountered in the initial phase of an atomc

conflict, it is nost essential that Nations give attention to this
probl em now so that resupply can be effected with mini nrum del ay

t hrough national or other sources. The operations required in the
subsequent phase will be in part dependent upon the availability of

| ogistics resources. Each side will probably suffer the |oss of a
substantial portion of its production base for nmobilization. Maxinum
use nmust be made of the production base in Europe for the essentia
mlitary and civilian requirements due to the vulnerability of the

I ines of communications and inability of the production of North
American facilities to meet all of the estimated requirenents.

CONCLUSI ONS

38. As aresult of its further studies of the nost effective
pattern of NATO mlitary strength for the next few years, the Mlitary
Comittee:

a. Reaffirns that:

(1) The broad concept and conclusions of MC 48 are stil
val i d.

(2) The m ni mum neasures contained in the Enclosure to
M C. 48 are the npst necessary neasures to adapt NATO
mlitary forces for a future war.

(3) Wthin these m ni num neasures the inprovenent, manni ng
and operation of our early warning systemis nmandatory

and of first priority.

(4) Early agreenent on Alert Measures between Nationa
Aut horities and NATO Conmanders is essenti al
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b. Concl udes that additional m nimum neasures are essenti al,
nanel y:

(1) Inprovenent of our maritine capabilities, generally as
i ndi cated in paragraph 32, to ensure successfu
acconpl i shment of our naritinme nissions.

(2) Establishnent of a practical Air Defense system

(3) The agreed levels of war reserve stocks as approved by
the North Atlantic Council in MC 55 (Final) should be
establ i shed as soon as practicable and an effective plan
of resupply should be devel oped by each Nation

(4) Nations should develop in peacetine plans and neasures
which will ensure (a) the continuity of governnental
control follow ng a sudden outbreak of hostilities, and
(b) the maintenance of civilian norale and the ability
to prosecute the war to a successful conclusion

39. The Mlitary Conmttee further concludes that the date for
effective inplenmentation of a forward strategy will be del ayed beyond
m d- 1957 for possibly as nuch as two years. During this delay period
the USSR will continue to inprove the capability of its forces-in-
being for atonmic war. This delay creates the requirenment for
devel opi ng NATO forces capabl e of acconplishing the defensive ains of
NATO under conditions both of Allied atom c superiority and Sovi et
bloc atomc plenty. Hence it is nost inportant that Nations should
mai ntain their defense efforts and inprove the state of readi ness and
ef fectiveness of their forces. These forces should be of a genera
order of nmagnitude* not |ower than the 1956 pl anned goal s established
in the 1953 Annual Review

RECOMVENDATI ONS

40. It is recomrended that the North Atlantic Council
a. Approve the above Concl usions.
b. Note that the NATO Mlitary Authorities will press on during

the coning year with the studies concerning the air Defense
of Eur ope.

* The term “the general order of magnitude” inplies sufficient latitude in the
adj ustment of force goals should the conposition of forces require such changes in
Iight of evolutionary devel opments provi ded these forces retain an equival ent
fighting val ue.
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