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40 maps that explain the
Middle East
by Max Fisher on March 26, 2015

Maps can be a powerful tool for understanding the world, particularly the Middle

East, a place in many ways shaped by changing political borders and

demographics. Here are 40 maps crucial for understanding the Middle East — its

history, its present, and some of the most important stories in the region today.

Middle East History

The fertile crescent, the cradle of civilization
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